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PROJEV PREDSEDY VLADY CR
Bohuslava Sobotky
NA BERLINSKE HUMBOLDTOVE UNIVERZITE

Nasledujici projev prednesl predseda vlddy CR Bohuslav Sobotka na Humboldtové univerzité v Berliné v pondéli
4. kvétna 2015 béhem své druhé oficidIni navstévy Spolkové republiky Némecko. Projev s ndzvem ,Evropa na
krizovatce” vyzdvihuje kooperativni charakter Evropské unie a hodnoti vyzvy, pfed kterymi stoji tento jedinecny
integracni projekt. Premiér Sobotka s projevem vystoupil v ramci cyklu prednasek prednich evropskych statnik
o Evropé. Tento cyklus nazyvany ,Humboldtovy projevy o Evropé” navazuje na vystoupeni nékdejsiho vicekan-
clére a ministra zahranic¢nich véci Spolkové republiky Némecko Joschky Fischera pfednesené v roce 2000. Vice-
kancléf Fischer se v projevu vyslovil pro dokonceni politické integrace Evropy a vytvoreni evropské federace,
¢imz vyvolal rozsédhlou celoevropskou diskusi. Jako jeden z fady svétovych statnikd nabidl premiér Bohuslav So-
botka 4. kvétna 2015 odpovéd na otézku,Quo vadis Europa“, polozenou pred patnacti lety pravé vicekancléfem
Fischerem. V projevu se premiér Sobotka pfihlasil k myslence evropské integrace a k prohlubovani spoluprace
v ramci Evropské unie jako jediné volbé, kterd vede ke stabilité, prosperité, obhdjeni mista Evropy ve svété i
podpore hodnot, na nichz nase civilizace stoji. Za budoucnost EU pfedseda vlady oznadil stéle uzsi spolupraci
evropskych statd, ktera na jedné strané umozni efektivné reagovat na spolecné problémy a napliiovat spolecné
cile, na druhé strané vsak zachova rozmanitost a specifika jednotlivych ¢lend.
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SPEECH DELIVERED BY PRIME MINISTER OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC
Bohuslava Sobotky
AT THE HUMBOLDT UNIVERSITY OF BERLIN

The following speech was delivered by Prime Minister of the Czech Republic Bohuslav Sobotka at the Humboldt
University of Berlin on Monday 4 May 2015 on the occasion of his second official visit to Germany. Titled “Europe
at a Crossroads’, the speech highlights the cooperative nature of the European Union and examines challenges
that lie ahead of this exceptional integration project. Sobotka’s speech was a part of a series of presentations
about Europe delivered by the continent’s prominent statesmen. Named “Humboldt speeches on Europe’, the
series follows in the footsteps of a speech given by Joschka Fischer in 2000, when the former Vice-Chancellor
and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Germany called for the completion of the political integration of Europe and
for the establishment of a European federation, inciting an wide-ranging pan-European debate. On 4 May 2015,
Premier Sobotka joined a number of political leaders from around the world to respond to the “Quo vadis Europa”
question asked by Fischer 15 years ago. In his speech, Sobotka voiced support for the idea of European integra-
tion and for the deepening of cooperation within the European Union, the only possible way of guaranteeing
stability and prosperity, preserving Europe’s global status, and defending values constituting the foundation of
our civilization. According to the Premier, the EU’s future lies in close cooperation between European countries,
which will allow responding effectively to mutual challenges and fulfilling common objectives on the one hand,
and preserving the diverse and specific nature of individual Member States on the other.
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EVROPA NA KRIZOVATCE

Vazené damy, vazeni panové,

V roce 1989 jsem byl jednim ze studentd, ktefi v ulicich Brna protestovali a volali po padu tehdejsiho komuni-
stického rezimu. Jedno z hesel, které jsme na demonstracich nosili, znélo ,Zpatky do Evropy” To byl rok 1989.
Potom v roce 2003 a 2004 jsem se ocitl ve funkci ministra financi, ktery dokon¢oval piistupové rozhovory Ceské
republiky, ktera se tehdy chystala na ¢lenstvi v Evropské unii. A hlasoval jsem tehdy v referendu pro to, aby nase
zemé do Evropské unie vstoupila. Deset let po nasem vstupu do Evropské unie, v roce 2014, jsem se ocitl v roli
predsedy vlady, ktery mél moznost po deseti letech bilancovat pfinosy a zdpory naseho clenstvi v Evropské unii.
Jsem velice rédd, Ze mém pfilezitost pfed vami promluvit a navic pravé v téchto dnech, kdy si pfipomindme sedm-
desat let od konce druhé svétové vélky, ktera byla nejvétsim a nejkrutéjsim konfliktem v déjinach lidstva, ale také,
jakkoli to zni paradoxné, klicovou udalosti pro vyvoj evropského kontinentu. V reakci na hrlizy druhé svétové
valky a ve snaze zabrdnit tomu, aby se tyto désivé udalosti znovu opakovaly, coZ se po prvni svétové valce nep-
ovedlo, zahdjily evropské stéty, do té doby nevidany integracni projekt, ktery je Zivy dodnes. Evropska unie, v niz
se vyvinula evropska spolecenstvi, kterd stala v padesatych letech na pocatku integracnich snah, predstavuje
dnes klicovy pfinos Evropy pro stabilitu a mir ve svété a je garantem zakladnich hodnot, na nichz stoji nase
spole¢nost. Tento stav nds Evropany stavi pfed odpovédnost evropskou integraci déle rozvijet a starat se o jeji
dalsi pokracovani. Pravé z téchto diivodd, abych jako Evropan dostal této své odpovédnosti, bych se s vami rad
podélil o svij pohled na budouci vyvoj Unie.

Evropa se dnes nachdzi ve zvlastni situaci. Po vice nez Sedesati letech integra¢niho usili dospéla k bezprece-
dentnimu Uspéchu v podobé dlouhodobé mirové spoluprace dvaceti osmi rozdilnych a samostatnych ¢lenskych
statd, ktera je zalozena na spole¢nych hodnotéach vzajemné solidarité a respektu. Tato spoluprace je podeprena
funkcnim institucionalnim usporadanim, ¢ast statd ma dokonce spole¢nou ménu. Zakladni svobody umoziuji
volnost pohybu, podnikani, usazovani ¢i zaméstnavani v mite, ktera nemd v historii obdoby. Evropska unie patfi
pravé diky uzké spolupraci clenskych statl ke klicovym svétovym hraclim. My Evropané vsak dnes vnimame
viechny tyto pfinosy jako samoziejmost, jako néco, co tu je a bude a o¢ neni tfeba néjak zvlast pecovat. Tato
samoziejmost vsak casto vede k neochoté o Uspéch evropské integrace bojovat. Popsana situace pak pfispiva
spolecné s dalsimi faktory, jako jsou dopady globélni hospodaiské nestability a novych bezpecnostnich rizik,
k tomu, Ze Evropska unie dnes stoji na kfizovatce, kdyz Celi nejzasadnéjsim vyzvam ve své historii.

Pred sedmdeséti lety skoncila v Evropé druhd svétova vélka. Po celém kontinentu probihaji a budou probihat
vzpominkové akce. Ja jsem rad, Ze si toto vyznamné vyro¢i mohu ptipomenout také zde v Berling, nebot
Némecko bylo klicovym aktérem té doby. Némecti nacisté vélku rozpoutali, Némecko bylo mistem zavérecnych
bojud. V roce 1945 lezel Berlin v troskach. A pravé Némecko bylo soucasti klicového povéle¢ného rozhodnuti,
které Evropu formuje dodnes. Rozhodnuti ke spoluprdci, které bylo vlastné podanou rukou mezi neddvnymi
neprateli. Do zna¢né miry pravy opak toho, co se stalo porazenému Némecku v roce 1918. Po roce 1945 to byla
nikoliv pomsta a poniZeni na zakladé principu kolektivni viny, ale spoluprace. Osobné povazuji toto rozhodnuti
za nesmirné moudry a proziravy krok. Najit vli ke spolupraci jen nékolik mélo let po nejvétsim konfliktu historie
vyzadovalo velkou statnickou odvahu. Stalo se.

Tato cesta samoziejmé nebyla vzdy idylicka a bezproblémova, pravé naopak je lemovéna krizemi, hledanim
identity a podoby udrzitelného rozvoje integra¢niho projektu. Tohoto hledani se Ui¢astnila celd fada vyznamnych
statnikd a mysliteld. Pri pripravé svého dnesniho projevu jsem se inspiroval dvéma z nich, ktefi pred patnacti lety
v dobé velmi vyznamné pro evropské sméfovani Ceské republiky prednesli své vize dal3i evropské integrace.
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EUROPE AT A CROSSROADS

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In 1989, | was one of the students who protested in the streets of Brno and called for the fall of the Communist
regime. One of the slogans that the demonstrators carried was “Return to Europe” That was in 1989. Then in 2003
and 2004 | served as the minister of finance who completed the accession negotiations with the Czech Republic,
which was then preparing for EU membership. | also voted in a referendum in favour of our country joining the EU.
In 2014, ten years after our accession to the EU, | became the prime minister who had the chance after ten years to
weigh the pros and cons of our membership in the EU.

|am very pleased to have the opportunity to speak before you, especially at this time when we are marking 70 years
since the end of World War Two, which was the biggest and most cruel conflict in human history, but which also
paradoxically was a key event for the development of the European continent. In reaction to the atrocities of World
War Two and in an effort to prevent such horrific events from repeating, something which was not successful after
World War One, European countries began an integration project until then unseen, which is active even today. The
European Union, which developed from the European Community that was at the beginning of the integration
efforts in the 1950s, is today a key benefit for Europe for promoting stability and peace in the world and a guarantor
of the basic values on which our society is based. This situation puts before us as Europeans a responsibility to de-
velop European integration further and care for its continuation. Therefore, in order to meet my responsibilities as
a European, | would like to share with you my view about the future development of the EU.

The European Union is today in a very unique situation. After more than sixty years of integration efforts, it has
achieved unprecedented success in the form of long-term peaceful cooperation among 28 different and independ-
ent member states, which is based on common values of mutual solidarity and respect. This cooperation is under-
scored by a functioning institutional arrangement, and some of the states even have a common currency. Basic
liberties enable freedom of movement, commerce, settlement and employment on a scale that is unprecedented
in history. Thanks to the close cooperation among its member states, the European Union has become a key player
on the world stage. However, we Europeans still perceive all of these benefits as something to be taken for granted,
as something that is here and will be forever and which does not require special care. That assumption often leads to
unwillingness to fight for the success of European integration. The situation that | have described then contributes,
together with other factors, such as the impacts of global economic stability and and new security risks, to a situa-
tion when the European Union today stands at a crossroads and faces the most important challenges in its history.

World War Two ended in Europe seventy years ago. Commemorative events are being held and will be held across
the continent. | am very pleased that | can commemorate this historic anniversary here in Berlin, since Berlin was
a key player during that time. The German Nazis unleashed the war, and Germany was the site of the final battles. In
1945, Germany was in ruins. And it was Germany that was part of the key post-war decision that is forming Europe
today. It was a decision for cooperation, which basically amounted to shaking hands with those who had recently
been its enemies. That was to a great extent the exact opposite of what happened to defeated Germany in 1918.
Rather than revenge and blame based on the principle of collective guilt, there was a focus on cooperation. | per-
sonally believe that this decision was extremely wise and beneficial. Finding the will for cooperation just a few years
after the biggest conflict in history required a large amount of courage and statesmanship. It happened.

Of course, the journey was not always ideal and without problems, but on the contrary it has been plagued by crises
and searches for the identity and form of sustainable development of the integration project. This search has been
participated in by a whole series of important statesmen and thinkers. When preparing today’s speech, | took inspi-
ration from two of them, who fifteen years ago at a time that was very significant for the Czech Republic’s European
integration process presented their visions for further European integration.
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Prvnim z nich je Vaclav Havel, jeho? role pfi opétovném zapojeni Ceské republiky do euroatlantickych struktur
byla nezastupitelnd a z jehoZ odkazu dodnes Cerpa ceska zahrani¢ni i evropské politika. Vaclav Havel prednesl
v inoru roku 2000 v Evropském parlamentu zasadni projev o smérovéani Evropské unie a o zasadach, na nichz
zavisi jeji budoucnost. Hovofil o evropské identité, zdtiraznil vyznam hodnot, o néz se Evropa opira, a také potie-
bu se za tyto hodnoty brat. Vyzdvihl vyznam obcanské spolecnosti pro soudrznost, pluralitu a rozvoj Evropské
unie a poukadzal na dllezitost evropské sebereflexe pro to, abychom nezpychli a kriticky nahlizeli nase pocinani,
nebali se odhalit chyby, které udélame a poucit se z nich.

Druhym inspira¢nim zdrojem pfi psani tohoto projevu mi byl byvaly ministr zahrani¢nich véci Némecka Joschka
Fischer a jeho Humboldtrede, v niz, pfiblizné ve stejné dobé jako Vaclav Havel, vytycil dva zékladni dkoly, které
pred Evropskou unii staly.

Prvnim bylo,vychodni rozsiteni”, které v sirsim smyslu symbolizuje skutecné sjednoceni Evropy i fakt, ze Evropska
unie neni jednou pro vzdy uzavienou entitou, ale nabidkou spoluprace viem evropskym zemim. Druhym pak
nutnost vyfesit instituciondlni vyzvy spojené s postupem integracniho procesu.

Oba zminéné projevy a myslenky i cile v nich vyjadiené povazuji za dodnes platné a inspirativni. Coz obzvlast
plati tvafi v tvar soucasnému vyvoji, jak v Evropské unii samotné, tak ve svété, ktery je zasadni zkouskou pro
hodnoty, na nichZ Evropskd unie stoji a pro nasi ochotu tyto hodnoty hajit.

V sézce je dnes vnitini soudrznost Unie, kterou vystavila zkousce hospodarska a finan¢ni krize a s ni spojené
ekonomické a socialni dopady; stabilita naseho politického modelu, kterou ohrozuji nové populisticka, nacion-
alisticka a antisystémova hnuti; vnitini i vnéjsi bezpecnost, které jsou zkouseny zvysenou teroristickou aktivitou,
fenoménem zahranicnich bojovnikd, organizovanym zlo¢inem spojenym napfiklad s obchodovanim s lidmi.
Rizikem pro celou Evropu je dnes také chovani Ruska, o némz se stdle domnivam, ze by mélo byt nasim part-
nerem v mnoha oblastech spolec¢ného zajmu. Soucasna ruska vlada se vsak dnes chova jinak nez v uplynulych
patndcti letech, a nuti nas pfehodnocovat svij postoj ke vztahtim s Moskvou. Znepokojivy je nejen vyvoj situace
na Ukrajing, ale i na Blizkém vychodé a v severni Africe. Z ekonomického hlediska pak konkurence rychle se
rozvijejicich statd, které pfi svém rozvoji nehledi na ekologické a socidlni standardy, které v Evropé pokladdme za
dilezité. To jsou v rychlém prehledu zasadni vyzvy, jimz dnes celime. Neni jich malo a nejsou jednoduché. Jsem
viak presvédcen, Ze Evropské unie a my s ni mame nastroje i silu témto vyzvém Celit, pokud zachovdme jednotu
a solidaritu, a budeme schopni spolecné efektivné rozhodovat a jednat. Dlraz bych polozil na slovo jednat.

Evropska integrace je stastnym piibéhem. Evropska unie pfredstavuje zcela mimotadny model spolupréce, ktery
nema ve svété obdoby, a je garantem prosperity a mirového vyvoje Evropy. Evropska unie a evropska integrace
jsou souborem ndstroji podeprenych robustnimi instituciondlnimi pilifi. Ovéem Zivot jim ddvdme my, samy
0 sobé bez nasi prace a divéry neobstoji.

Proto se moje vldda i ja osobné jednoznaéné hlasime k myslence evropské integrace a k prohlubovani spoluprace
v rdmci Evropské unie. Tvéfi v tvaf vyzvam, jimz celime, je celoevropska spoluprace jedinou volbou, kterd vede
ke stabilité, prosperité, obhdjeni mista Evropy ve svété i podpore hodnot, na nichz nase civilizace stoji. Jsem hrdy
na to, ze Ceska republika se svou historickou zkusenosti a polohou uprostfed Evropy déva dnes jasné najevo, ze
chce hrét v procesu evropské integrace konstruktivni roli.

Drive nez prejdu tak fikajic ,in medias res”, dovolte mi jednu odbocku, kterd viak s vyty¢enym tématem Uzce
souvisi. Stastny pfibéh propojujici se Evropy koresponduije se stastnym pfibéhem povéle¢ného Némecka, které
se ze zemé znicené valkou a nasledné rozdélené na dva staty, stalo jejim ekonomicky silnym jadrem, jednim
z hlavnich lidrG a ¢astym zdrojem inspirace.
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The first of them was Vaclav Havel, whose role in bringing the Czech Republic into Euro-Atlantic structures was
indispensable, and from whose legacy Czech foreign and European policy finds its inspiration today. In February 2000,
Vaclav Havel gave an important speech in the European Parliament about integration with the European Union and
about the principles on which its future depends. He spoke about European identity, and he emphasised the values
on which Europe is based as well as the need to stand up for them. He highlighted the importance of civil society for
cohesion, plurality and development of the European Union, and he cited the importance of European self-reflection,
so that we would not get our hopes up too much and so that we could view our actions critically and not be afraid to
uncover mistakes that we were making and learn from them.

Another source of inspiration for me when writing this speech was former German foreign minister Joschka Fischer
and his Humboldtrede, in which at the same time as Vaclav Havel he highlighted two basic tasks that the EU faced.
The first was Eastward expansion, which in a broader sense symbolises the real unification of Europe and the fact
that the EU is not an exclusive club with permanently shut doors, but offers cooperation to all European countries.
The second was the need to resolve the institutional challenges related to the progression of the integration process.|

Both of these speeches and the thoughts expressed in them are still valid and inspirational for me today. This is es-
pecially true face to face with current developments, both in the EU itself and in the world as a whole, which are an
important test for the values on which the European Union stands and for our willingness to defend those values.

What is at stake today is the internal cohesion of the EU, which has been subjected to a test by the economic and
financial crisis and its related economic and social impacts; the stability of our political model, which is being threat-
ened by new populist, nationalist and anti-system movements, internal and external security, which are being tested
by increased terrorist activity, the phenomenon of foreign fighters and organised crime involving activities such as
human trafficking. Another risk for Europe as a whole is Russia’s behaviour, although I still believe that Russia should be
a partner for us in many areas of common interest. The current Russian government is behaving differently than in the
past fifteen years, and this is forcing us to reassess our stance regarding relations with Moscow. Not only is the situation
in Ukraine alarming, but the situation in places such as the Middle East and North Africa are alarming as well. Another
challenge from an economic point of view is competition from rapidly developing countries, which do not focus on
the environmental and social standards that we consider important in Europe. These in a nutshell are the important
challenges that we face today. There are not only a few of them, and they are not easy. However, | am convinced that
the European Union and we with it have the tools and strength to overcome these challenges if we act with unity
and solidarity and that we will be able to decide and act jointly and effectively. | would like to emphasis the word act.

European integration is a story with a happy ending. The EU represents an absolutely unique model of cooperation,
which has no similar counterpart anywhere in the world, and it is a guarantor of prosperity and the peaceful develop-
ment of Europe. The EU and European integration are a set of tools supported by robust institutional pillars. Of course,
we alone give it life, and without our work and trust in it it will not endure.

Therefore, both my government and | personally support the concept of European integration and deepening of co-
operation within the EU. The best way of effectively tackling the challenges that we face is pan-European cooperation
with a single choice, which will lead to stability, prosperity, defence of Europe’s position in the world and support for the
values on which our civilization is based. | am proud that the Czech Republic with its historic experience and position in
the heart of Europe is making clear today that it wants to play a constructive role in the European integration process.

Before I shift “in medias res’, as it were, | would like to stray of on a small tangent, which, however, is closely related
to the topic being focused on. The happy story of integrating Europe corresponds wit the happy story of post-war
Germany, which from a country devastated by war and subsequently divided into two countries has become its strong
economic core, one of the main leaders and a frequent source of inspiration. | must say that even despite any problems,
the Czech Republic’s story since it joined the EU has been a happy one, since our membership in the EU has helped
boost the rule of law in our country, has strengthened its economic stability and has sped up economic growth and
social progress.
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Musim fici, Ze stejné tak je prevazné $tastny pribéh i Ceské republiky po jejim vstupu do Evropské unie, kdy nase
Clenstvi v Evropské unii vedlo k tomu, Ze se v nasi zemi posilil pravni stat, posilila se jeji ekonomicka stabilita
a urychlil se hospodafsky a socidlni rdst.

Dovolim si tvrdit, Ze pravé procesy evropské integrace a vyvoje Némecka, jsou velmi Uzce provadzané. Podobné
je to také, kdyz se podivame na vztahy mezi Cechy a Némci. Némecko bylo Cechy dlouho vnimano jako osu-
dovy historicky rival. Ostatné nase spole¢né souziti je pomérné bohaté na konflikty a valky. V soucasnosti viak
vnimame Némecko jako klicového partnera a Evropska unie a nase ¢lenstvi v ni k tomu pfispély zdsadnim zp(iso-
bem. V ramci sjednocené Evropy je ¢esko-némeckd spoluprace samoziejma a nevyhnutelna.

V poslednich letech je vztah Ceské republiky a Némecka opakované popisovan jako nejlepsi v historii, nevim
tedy, jakym spravnym slovem bych jej mél oznacit dnes, kdy se diky intenzivnim kontakttim, aktivni komunikaci
a hledani spole¢nych témat nase vztahy dale zlepsily. Nesmime vsak ustrnout, nasi spolupraci musime velmi
peclivé stfezit a péstovat. Chci, aby nase vztahy byly co nejsilnéjsi a nejuzsi, abychom dokazali pro spolecné vyz-
vy hledat spole¢na Feseni. Proto se vztahiim mezi Ceskou republikou a Némeckem intenzivné vénuji také dnes
tady v Berliné a za mésic se jim budu vénovat pfi svych navstévach v Drazdanech a Mnichové.

Zaklady nasi spoluprace dnes tvoii Cesko-némecké deklarace z roku 1997 a z ni vychézejici Cesko-némecky fond
budoucnosti a ¢esko-némecké diskusni forum. Na téchto zdkladech chceme nyni vybudovat strategicky dialog,
ktery bude zaloZeny na aktivni spolupraci v jednotlivych oblastech spole¢ného zjmu. Chci, aby tato spoluprace
stala na aktivni komunikaci ministri ceské vlady s jejich némeckymi partnery, chci, abychom stavéli na spo-
luprdci krajli i na mistni Grovni, pieji si rozvijet jak vztahy s Berlinem, tak také se sousednimi spolkovymi zemémi
Saskem i Bavorskem. Vzdyt i v navazovani vztah(i mezi Ceskou republikou a jednotlivymi spolkovymi zemémi
panovala pomérné dlouhou dobu z rliznych divodi opatrnost. Jsem proto velmi rdd, ze v poslednich letech se
nam i zde podafilo vyrazné pokrocit kupredu.

Mym cilem je, aby cesko-némecka spoluprace byla piikladem budovani a prohlubovéni vztaht mezi clenskymi
staty Evropské unie, které povazuji za klicovy prvek integracniho procesu. Jak jsem jiz naznacil, ¢lenstvi v Evrop-
ské unii vedlo v pFipadé Ceské republiky a Némecka k uzsi spolupraci, a ja jsem piesvédcen, Ze nase prohlubujici
se vztahy budou mit pozitivni dopad nejenom na nase zemé, ale na Evropu jako celek. Jedna se o oboustranny
proces, ktery ma proto nikoli dezintegracni ¢i izolacionisticky charakter, ale naopak integracni proces v Evropské
unii podporuje.

K tomu, abychom mohli hovofit o tom, jakou Evropu chceme, musime si alespor rdmcové vymezit zasadni
problémy, s nimiZ se musime vyporadat, a klicové vychodiska, kterd jsou pro budoucnost urcujici.

Za kli¢ k budoucimu Uspéchu ¢i netspéchu Evropské unie povazuji - divéru a sebed(ivéru. Pravé tyto dvé
pomeérné tézko uchopitelné a neméfitelné veli¢iny jsou zakladem spoluprace, nebot ten, kdo mGze evropsky
integracni proces nejucinnéji rozlozit a znicit, jsme my sami, pokud divéru a sebedlvéru ztratime.

Nesmime ztratit dGvéru v nase partnery, s nimiz jsme roky ¢i desetileti vytvareli spolecny evropsky diim, divéru
v to, Ze spole¢né budované spolecenstvi ma smysl a je Zivotaschopné, diivéru v hodnoty a pravidla, na nichz
jsme Evropskou unii vystavéli, v neposledni fadé pak nesmime zklamat dlivéru obcan(i v politicky systém a jeho
funkcnost. Stejné tak dlezita je také sebedlvéra. Sebedlvéra, Ze jsme schopni obstét ve svété vici konkurenci
ekonomické i politické, sebedtvéra, Ze jsme schopni v dialogu s ostatnimi velmocemi hrat minimalné rovno-
cennou Ulohu a sebed(ivéra, Ze jsme schopni nase hodnoty a nas model spoluprace uhdjit i viici pripadné agresi
zvendi. Evropska unie je vystavéna na dialogu, na podané ruce, na hledani partner( a na spolupraci s nimi, to
je jeji hlavni deviza. Ukazuje se oviem, Ze dialog a spoluprace maji svoje limity, Ze je Ize udrzovat jen po urci-
tou hranici, za ni se jiz diskutovat neda, protoze jinak bychom ztratili sami sebe. | z tohoto diivodu je dllezité
udrzovat velkd spojenectvi zalozend pravé na spolecnych hodnotach, proto je dllezZité budovat a prohlubovat
transatlantickou vazbu a spolupraci v NATO.




T-UN
° z
9 Yo

/o

M
UM,
+,

Zyris®

Fpggst
I would even go so far as to say that the processes of European integration and Germany’s development are closely
connected. The situation is similar when we look at relations between Czechs and Germans. Germany had long
been perceived by Czechs as an inevitable historic rival. Our coexistence is relatively dotted by conflicts and wars.
However, nowadays Germany is viewed as a key partner and the European Union and our membership in it have
contributed to this to a great extent. Within the framework of unified Europe, Czech-German cooperation is obviously
unavoidable.

In recent years, the relationship between the Czech Republic and Germany has been repeatedly described as the
best it has ever been in history, and so | do not know what the right word to describe it would be today, when thanks
to intensive contacts, active communication and searches for joint topics, our relations have continued to improve.
However, we must not relent, and we must carefully protect and care for our cooperation. | would like for our relations
to be as strong and close as possible, so that we can successfully find solutions together for the challenges that affect
both countries. Therefore, | am intensively devoting attention today in Berlin to the relations between the Czech
Republic and Germany, and in a month | will do so during visits to Dresden and Munich.

The foundations of our cooperation today were the Czech-German Declaration of 1997 and the resulting Czech-Ger-
man Fund for the Future and the Czech-German Discussion Forum. It is on those foundations that we would now
like to to build strategic dialogue, which will be based on active cooperation in individual areas of common interest.
| would like for our cooperation to be based on active communication between Czech government ministers and
their German partners, and | would like to focus on cooperation among regions also at the local level. | would also like
to develop our relations with Berlin as well as with the neighbouring German federal states of Saxony and Bavaria. Af-
ter all, establishing relations between the Czech Republic and individual German federal states has been approached
relatively cautiously for a long time for various reasons. Therefore, | am very pleased that in recent years we have
managed to move this process significantly forward.

My goal is for Czech-German cooperation to serve as an example for building and deepening relations among EU
member states, which | regard as crucial for the integration process. As | have already pointed out, membership in the
European Union in the case of the Czech Republic and Germany has led to closer cooperation, and | am convinced
that our deepening relations will have a positive effect both on our countries and on Europe as a whole. This is a two-
way process, which does not have a disintegration or isolationist character, but rather supports the integration pro-
cessin the EU.

In order to speak about what kind of Europe we want, we first have to generally define the basic problems with which
we must cope and the key focuses that are crucial for our future.

| consider trust and self confidence to be key for the future success or failure of the EU. These relatively difficult to
understand and immeasurable variables serve as a basis for cooperation, since we are the ones who can most effec-
tively dismantle and destroy the European integration process if we are not careful and lose trust and self confidence.
We must not lose trust in our partners, with whom we have been creating a shared European home for years and
even decades, trust in the idea that a jointly developed community makes sense and is sustainable, trust in the values
and rules based on which we have built the EU. Last, but not least, we must not disappoint our citizens who trust
the political system and its functioning. Self confidence is also just as important. This means self confidence that we
are capable of holding ourselves up in the world in economic and political competition, self confidence that we are
capable in dialogue with other world powers to pay at least an equivalent role and self confidence that we are able to
defend our values and our model even in the face of potential aggression from outside the EU. The European Union
is based on dialogue, on shaking hands, on finding partners and on cooperation with them. Those constitute its main
asset. Of course, it is becoming apparent that dialogue and cooperation have their limits, that it is necessary to main-
tain them below a certain limit, beyond which there can be no more discussion, because otherwise we would lose
ourselves. Therefore, too, it is important to maintain our great alliances based on shared values, and it is important to
build and deepen trans-Atlantic ties and cooperation in NATO.
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Dnes vsak Zijeme v dobé, kde je to pravé diivéra a sebedlvéra, které jsou v nejvétsim ohroZeni. Jsme otfeseni
problémy, v nichz jsme se ocitli. Oviem Evropska unie neni zadnou definitivni strukturou. Je to velmi cenny
a funk¢ni nastroj spoluprace, o ktery ale musime pecovat a musime mu véfit. Pokud tuto divéru mit nebudeme,
pak existovat a fungovat nebude.

Divéra se snadno ztraci a tézko obnovuje. K tomu, abychom si vzajemnou dlvéru udrzeli, je zapotiebi predevsim
dodrzovat dohodnutd pravidla a Celit pokuseni obétovat spole¢né domluvy jednostrannym vyhodam. Evropa
ma zkus$enost s tim, Ze obchazeni pravidel se nevyplaci, at jiz v hospodaiské, tak v bezpe¢nostni oblasti. Musime
byt velmi opatrni a peclivi v tom, jaka pravidla pfijimame, abychom sami sebe nesvézali nesmysinymi ¢i zbytecné
rigidnimi predpisy. Ovéem pravidla, na nichz se shodneme, musime brét vazné. Jediné tak totiz budeme brat
vazné také nase spolecné cile a dokazeme je naplnit. V tom povazuji evropsky model spoluprace za vyjimecny,
omezujeme sami sebe, abychom spolec¢né dostali vic.

Pokud hovofime o aktualnich vyzvach, nem(izeme se vyhnout tématu Recka. Nebudu se poustét do ekonom-
ickych vykladd, ale zminim dva aspekty, které souviseji s tématy divéry a zachovavani pravidel, o nichz jsem se
zminoval.

Prvnim aspektem je solidarita, kterd lezi v zakladech evropské integrace stejné jako dodrzovani dohodnutych
pravidel. Jednou z podob, jichZ solidarita v Evropské unii nabyva je pomoc, kterou dostavaji staty, které se ocitly
v zasadnich ekonomickych problémech. Tato pomoc dokazuje, Ze jsme schopni nalézt funkéni feseni i v momen-
tech krize.

S touto pomoci jsou spojeny také urcité zavazky a povinnosti jednotlivych zemi. Pro vzdjemnou ddvéru a udrzeni
stability je zasadni, abychom uméli nalézt rovnovahu mezi poskytovanou pomoci, pfijatymi zavazky a zohled-
nénim jejich dopadl na obyvatele, tedy mezi povinnosti a solidaritou.

Druhym aspektem, ktery zminim, jsou dezintegraéni tendence. V souvislosti s Reckem se dnes vedou velmi in-
tenzivni debaty o jeho vystoupeni z eurozény. Myslim si, Ze tento krok by byl velmi nestastny a Ze je v zajmu nas
viech, aby Recko v eurozéné zstalo, pokud to bude jen trochu mozné. Podobné nahlizim také na dvahy o vy-
stoupeni Spojeného kralovstvi z Evropské unie. Byla by to velka ztrata, jak pro Unii, tak pro Britanii.

Musime si uvédomit, Ze se nejedna o otazku tykajici se vylu¢né téchto dvou stétd, ale o $irsi problém, nebot
oba zminované procesy vystoupeni by mély neblahé dopady na dlvéru ve fungovéni eurozény a Evropské unie,
i proto je dlezité, aby jak Recko, tak Spojené kralovstvi zdstaly na palubé.

Hospodéiska krize, kterou Evropska unie prodélala, odhalila jeden zasadni problém, ktery je hrozivy nejen dnes,
ale mdze do budoucna pfinést jesté fatalnéjsi dusledky. Tim problémem je nezaméstnanost mladych a jejich
deziluze, Ze jim existujici systém nedokaze pomoci v feseni jejich problémd. Tento stav se projevuje naslednou
ned(ivérou v systém a jeho nastroje obecné, coz v sobé samoziejmé nese naprosto zasadni riziko ztraty legiti-
mity, a tim i rozkladu politického systému, jak jej zndme dnes. Tento problém jesté zesiluje fenoménem starnuti
nasich spolecnosti, které mezigeneracni napéti dale zvyraznuje. Stdrneme a soucasné hrozi, ze ztratime mladou
generaci. Tato situace nam nedovoli byt pilis spokojeni sami se sebou, neméla by nas v3ak uvrhnout do zoufal-
stvi, ale méla by byt nasim motorem pro dalsi aktivitu.

Pfes nesporné Uspéchy, kterych jsme v integracnim procesu dosahli, a pies vyhody, které tento proces Evro-
panim pfinasi, vyznamnou ¢ast z nich Evropskd unie nezajima, je jim velmi vzdalend a nerozumi ji. S tim je pak

spojeno Sifeni nejriznéjsich mytl a polopravd o tom, jak Unie a integracni proces funguji, resp. spise nefunguji.
Tato mytologie se nasledné stala zakladem politiky antievropskych, nacionalistickych a antisystémovych stran.

Ani zde neexistuje jednoduché feseni, jak této situaci celit. Cesta vede pfes ndro¢nou aktivni komunikaci, feSeni
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Today we live at a time when trust and self confidence are most in danger. We have been shaken by the problems in
which we have found ourselves. Of course, the EU is not a definitive structure. It is a very valuable and functioning
tool for cooperation, but one that we have to care for and continue to believe in. If we do not have that trust in it,
then it will not continue to exist and function.

Trust is easily lost and difficult to restore. So that we retain our mutual trust, it is mainly important to comply with
the agreed rules and work against attempts to sacrifice the joint arrangement for unilateral advantages. Europe
has experience with circumvention of rules and knows that doing so does not pay, either in terms of economics or
security. We must be very cautious and careful in what kinds of rules we accept, so that we do not impose nonsen-
sical or needlessly rigid regulations on ourselves. Of course, we must take seriously the rules on which we agree.
Only by doing that will also be taking seriously our shared objectives and successfully fulfil them. | consider the
European model of cooperation to be unique in that sense, because we place limits on ourselves in order to achieve
something more together.

If we speak of current challenges, we must not forget Greece. | will not start giving economic explanations, but | will
mention two aspects that relate to the topics of trust and maintaining rules, which | have already spoken about.

The first aspect is solidarity, which lies in the foundations of European integration, just like following agreed rules.
One of its forms involving solidarity in the EU is the assistance that states that have found themselves in serious eco-
nomic difficulties receive. That assistance proves that we are able to find functioning solutions even at times of crisis.

That assistance is also tied to certain duties and requirements that individual countries must fulfil. For mutual trust
and maintaining of stability, it is crucial for us to be able to find a balance between provided assistance, accepted
obligations and consideration of their impacts on inhabitants, meaning a balance between duties and solidarity.

The second aspect that | will mention is disintegration tendencies. In relation to Greece, there have been very inten-
sive debates about its potential exit from the Eurozone. | believe that such a move would be unfortunate, and that it
isin the interest of all of us for Greece to remain in the Eurozone if at all possible. | have a similar view about the idea
of the UK exiting the EU. That would be a huge loss, both for the EU and for Britain.

We must realise that this is not an issue related exclusively to these two countries, but a larger problem, since both
mentioned processes of exiting the EU would have negative impacts on trust in the functioning of the Eurozone and
the EU, and therefore it is important for both Greece and the UK to remain in it.

The economic crisis, which took its toll on the EU, revealed one major problem, which not only is alarming today,
but in the future could have even more fatal consequences. That problem is youth unemployment and youth disso-
lution and their belief that the current system cannot help them solve their problems. This situation results in a lack
of trust in the system and its tools in general, which poses a significant risk of loss of legitimacy and could lead to
a collapse of the political system as we know it today. This problem is further worsened by the phenomenon of an
ageing population, which is intensifying friction between generations. We are getting older, and there is also a risk
that we will lose the young generation. This situation does not allow us to be too satisfied with ourselves, but it
should not make us desperate, and instead should serve as an engine for further activity.

Despite the undisputed successes that we have achieved in the integration process and despite the advantages that
this process brings to Europeans, a significant segment of the population does not care about the EU, see them-
selves as detached from it and do not understand it. This has resulted in the spread of various myths and half-truths
about how the EU and the integration process function, or rather do not function. These myths have become a basis
for the policies of anti-European, nationalist and anti-system parties.

There is not an easy way to tackle this situation either. The road involves active communication, solving of real social
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redlnych socidlnich problém(, otevienost a prezentaci pozitivnich pfinost integrace. Zména politiky vici Ev-
ropské unii, s niz pfisla moje vlada, je obéany vniméana velmi pozitivné a z prizkuma vyplyva, ze Cesi v ¢lenstvi
nachazeji stale vice pozitiv a pfinosy. Zretelné se ukazuje, ze komunikace, kterd neni pouze kriticka a Uto¢na, ale
ukazuje i pozitivni aspekty, ma sv{j smysl.

V budovani Evropy a pfi provadéni jednotlivych politik vsak nemiizeme hledét jen na formalni institucionalni
ramec, na stat ¢i vefejnopravni subjekty. Klicovou a nezastupitelnou roli hraji také nestatni subjekty, neziskové
organizace, cirkve. Pravé tyto instituce buduji tvar Evropy ze spodu a jejich spoluprace je dulezitym integrujicim
prvkem. Jejich pomoc na misté, prace s konkrétnimi lidmi a tvari v tvar konkrétnim problém0m je casto nejefe-
ktivnéjsi formou podpory. Pokud uvazujeme o pilifich, na nichz stoji dnesni Evropska unie a evropsky integracni
proces, pak tito partnefi musi byt sou¢asti naseho uvazovéni a také nasi podpory.

Zatim jsem hovofil prevazné o otazkach vnitiniho usporadani Evropské unie, ovsem pro stabilitu a rozvoj Evro-
py predstavuje nezastupitelnou hodnotu také udrzovani nasich spojenectvi, jejich funkcnosti a jejich sily, a to
predevsim tam, kde jsou zaloZena na spolecnych hodnotéch. Za klicovou v tomto smyslu povazuji euroatlan-
tickou vazbu, na niz je zalozena nase bezpecnostni architektura a ktera hraje nezastupitelnou roli i z hlediska
ekonomického. Pro budoucnost Evropské unie bude vyznamné i to, jak se ndm podafi tuto vazbu dale posilovat
a rozvijet.

Evropska unie Cerpa také z kontinuity svého vyvoje, ktery je sledem krokd, jez vedou k postupnému sblizovani
a prohlubovani spoluprace. Evropska integrace nepottebuje revoluci ¢i zasadni zlom, ale to, abychom nepresta-
li délat postupné kroky kupfedu a abychom pfi tomto procesu zachovali maximdlni miru transparentnosti.
Nékomu moznd tento pfistup maze pfijit malo odvazny. Ja vsak za odvahu nepovazuji vyty¢ovani cill, které
jsou neredlné, ani naslednou prekotnou snahu o jejich naplnéni. Za odvazné povazuji mit jasnou vizi, disledné
ji uplatiovat a neustat ani ve chvilich, kdy tato vize neni populdrni, nebo kdy jejimu naplnéni stoji v cesté slozité
prekazky. Nase kroky musi byt srozumitelné a kontrolovatelné, protoze jinak ztratime podporu a diivéru ob¢an(,
prestaneme byt kredibilni a legitimni, coz by mélo fatalni nasledky.

Abychom mohli bez obav ¢init dal3i kroky na integracni cesté, musime si byt jisti, Ze nase spolupréce stoji na
dostatecné pevnych zakladech a Ze to, co ¢inime, podporuje také vétsina Evropand. V tomto povazuiji roli clen-
skych statli za nezastupitelnou. Jsou to totiz pravé staty, které predstavuji zakladni spojnici mezi Unii a obcany.
Systém zalozeny na clenskych statech je stale tim nejlepsim a nejdemokratictéjsim, ktery mame k dispozici. Je
nam i nasim obc¢aniim srozumitelny a zajistuje legitimitu evropskému integracnimu procesu. Vétsina z nas Ev-
ropan( i nadéle spojuje svou evropskou identitu s pfislusnosti ke konkrétnimu stdtu. Mozn4, Ze v budoucnu se
i toto vnimani bude ménit, ale dnes jej musime brat v potaz, jinak nemame 3anci na Uspéch.

Druhou oblasti, kde jsou ¢lenské staty nezastupitelné, je hledani a vytvareni evropského zajmu, nebo jinak
feceno rozhodovani na evropské trovni. Evropskou politiku formuji diskuse zaloZzené na obhajobé néarodnich
zajmu a strety o né. Jiny lepsi zplsob prozatim nemame. Nejedna se samoziejmé o néjakou prevratnou ¢i no-
vou myslenku, ale jednu dileZitou véc si pfi pfemysleni o ni musime uvédomit. Pro budoucnost Evropy je zcela
zésadni, aby narodni zéjem kazdého clenského statu v sobé integroval zdjem na skutecné efektivnim fungovani
EU, tedy aby zéjem na Evropské unii byl jednim z klicovych zajm( kazdého clenského statu.

Pokusim se tuto myslenku blize osvétlit na piikladu Ceské republiky. Moje vlada se snazi byt v evropské politice
maximalné aktivni jak navenek, tak také na domaci pidé. Nasi primarni snahou je hledat cesty, jak spolupraci
a jednotlivé evropské projekty podporovat, nikoli opa¢né. To neznamené, ze Ceskd republika se viim souhlasi,
Ze se jen prizplsobuje, nebo nema nazor, to v zadném piipadé. Znamend to, Ze nase ¢lenstvi v Evropské unii
a spolupraci v jejim rdmci bereme jako zaklad nasi politiky a snazime se aktivnim pfistupem prosazovat své
zajmy a v neposledni fadé také evropskd témata aktivné prezentujeme. Bude to mozna znit bandlné, ale to co se
zasadné zménilo v evropské politice Ceské republiky za posledni rok je zékladni myslenkovy pFistup. Evropskou
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problems openness and presentation of the benefits of integration. My government’s change in policy towards
the EU has resulted in citizens perceiving the EU very positively, and according to surveys, Czechs increasingly see
more benefits and advantages in EU membership. It is becoming clear that communication is not only critical and
assertive, but is also showing positive aspects and makes sense.

In building Europe and in implementing individual policies, however, we cannot focus only on the formal institu-
tional framework, on the state or on public-legal entities. A crucial an indispensable role is also played by non-state
actors, such as non-profit organisations and religious groups. These institutions are building the face of Europe
from the bottom up, and their cooperation is an important part of the integration process. Their assistance, work
with specific people and face-to-face tackling of specific problems are often the most effective form of support. If
we consider the pillars on which today’s European Union and the European integration process stand, then these
partners must be part of our consideration and our support.

So far, | have talked mainly about issues related to the internal arrangement of the EU, but of course maintaining our
alliances, their functioning and their strength, mainly where they are based on shared values, are crucial for main-
taining stability and development of Europe. | consider Euro-Atlantic ties to be key. They are based on our security
architecture and play an indispensable role economically as well. For the EU’s future, it will also be important how
we manage to further strengthen and develop those ties.

The EU also benefits from the continuity of its development, which is a progression of steps that will lead to gradual
strengthening and deepening of cooperation. European integration does not need a revolution or a fundamental
breakthrough, but there is a need for us to ensure that we continue to take steps forward and maintain a maximum
level of transparency. Some might view that approach as somewhat bold. However, what | do not consider bold is
setting objectives that are not realistic and then attempting in vain to fulfil them. | consider it bold to have a clear
vision, to apply it extensively and not to let up, even when such a vision is not popular, or when difficult obstacles
stand in its way. Our steps must be comprehensive and controlled, because otherwise we would lose the support
and trust from our citizens and would cease to have credibility and legitimacy, which would likely have fatal con-
sequences.

In order to face further steps in the integration process without concerns, we must be certain that our cooperation
is based on solid enough foundations and that what we do is also supported by most Europeans. | consider the role
of member states to be indispensable in this area. It is the member states that represent the main link between
the EU and its citizens. A system based on member states is still the best and most democratic kind that we have
available. It is comprehensible to us and our citizens and will ensure the legitimacy of the European integration
process. Most of us Europeans still link our European identity with allegiance to specific countries. Maybe in the
future, that perception will change too, but today we need to take it into consideration, or otherwise we will not
have a chance of success.

Another area in which member states are indispensable is in seeking and creating European interests, in other
words decisions at the European level. European policy is formed by discussions based on defence of national inter-
ests and conflicts regarding them. So far we do not have a better method. This of course is not a new or revolution-
ary idea, but is one important thing that we must realise when thinking about the situation. For the future of Eu-
rope, it is absolutely essential for the national interests of each member state to include the interest in real effective
functioning of the EU as a whole and for the interest in the EU to be one of the key interests of each member state.

I will try to elaborate on this idea by using the Czech Republic as an example. My government has been trying to be
actively involved in European policy to a maximum extent, both externally and domestically. Our primary aim is to
find a way to support cooperation and individual European projects, not the opposite. That does not mean that the
Czech Republic agrees with everything, that it only adapts or that it does not have its own opinions. It means that
our membership in the EU and cooperation within its framework is taken by us as a basis for our policies, and we
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unii a jednotlivé navrhy ¢i projekty nebereme jako ohroZzeni, ale jako pfileZitost. Hledame cesty, jak byt uvnitf,
v hlavnim proudu, nikoli, jak se vy¢lenit mimo spolupréci. Evropska politika pro nds neznamena politiku zah-
rani¢ni, vidi cizim subjektdm, ale souc¢ast nasi vlastni politiky. Ceska republika uz nebude opakovat odmitnuti
Fiskalniho paktu nebo Klausovu vyjimku.

Druhym pilifem, o néjz se musime pfi integracnim procesu opirat, je stabilni, funk¢ni a dGvéryhodny institucional-
ni ramec. Evropska komise, Evropsky parlament, Soudni dvir EU funguji v celku bez vyraznéjsich vykyva. Nejvétsi
deficit tak spattuji v zapojeni narodnich parlamentd. Jiz jsem se zminoval o tom, Ze mnoho Evropanti buduje svij
vztah k Evropské unii pravé prostiednictvim narodniho kontextu a narodnich instituci, které povazuji za blizsi
a srozumitelnéjsi. V tomto ohledu povazuji za velmi smyslupIné hledat cesty, jak ndrodni instituce zapojovat do
proces, které probihaji na narodni Grovni.

Pokud bych mél vymezit stru¢né vymezit dnesni stav evropské integrace, fekl bych, Ze uz jsme velmi daleko,
ale prace jesté zdaleka neni hotova. Dalsi integrace je nezbytna, nebot v nékterych oblastech, které jsou pro
budoucnost Evropy zdsadni a o nichz se jesté podrobnéji zminim, jsme teprve v poloviné cesty, nékde dokonce
jen na pocatku.

Abychom mohlijit kupfedu, musime byt realisté a zvolit tempo, které nepfinese nestabilitu a umozni udrzet pod-
poru obcand nasich zemi. Nepovazoval bych proto za rozumné poustét se nyni do dalekoséhlych a narocnych
zmén primarniho prava V Evropé sili hnuti, kterd zpochybnuji samotnou myslenku integrace, vzpamatovavame
se z prodélané krize a navic jsme jesté dodnes pIné neimplementovali viechny zmény, které pfinesla Lisabonska
smlouva.

Cesta vede jinudy. Musime plné vyuzit rdmec, ktery mame k dispozici, a zaméfit se na oblasti, které jsou zasad-
ni z hlediska spolecného zajmu clenskych statli a Evropské unie jako celku. V téchto oblastech musime v inte-
gracnim procesu postupovat rychle a jit az na samotny okraj mozného a mozna i trochu za néj. Naopak ostatni
politiky bychom méli ponechat primarné na trovni ¢lenskych statd. Jsem rad, Ze tento kvalitativni a intenzivni”
pristup sdili také soucasna Evropska komise.

MUj vybér zasadnich témat spole¢ného zajmu zahrnuje energetiku, vnitini trh, migraci a azyl a s nimi souvisejici
volny pohyb osob, obchod, zahrani¢ni politiku, politiku sousedstvi, obrannou a bezpecnostni politiku a politiku
rozsiteni.

Za specifickou otdzku povazuji socidlni dimenzi, ktera hraje stale vétsi roli i z hlediska dlivéry obcan( v instituce
a integracni proces. Jsem presvédcen, Ze jeji vyznam se bude vyrazné zvysovat. V této chvili sice bohuzel jesté
nejsme tak daleko, abychom mohli hovorit o skute¢né spolecné sociélni politice, ale prohlubujici se hospodarska
integrace pred nas socialni otdzky na evropské drovni jednoduse klade a my musime hledat jejich feseni. Ne vzdy
leZi tato feSeni v Upravé ¢i rozhodnuti na evropské Urovni. Obtizné najdeme jedno feseni, které by vyhovovalo
viem, ale témér vzdy nalézédme v konkrétnim tématu aspekty, v nichz jako ¢lenské staty Evropské unie musime
spolupracovat a komunikovat. V tom vidim zarodek budouciho prohlubovéni spolupréce v této oblasti.

Za zcela zésadni pak povazuji spole¢nou ménu euro a s ni souvisejici koordinaci hospodérskych politik, proto
jsem ji také vytkl pred zavorku, do niz jsem umistil politiky spole¢ného zajmu. Euro je kli¢covy politicky a ekonom-
icky projekt EU a propojuje obé tyto roviny, jeho osud je proto zésadni pro Evropskou unii jako celek — ekonom-
icky i politicky. Pro Ceskou republiku je stabilita a fungovani eurozény stézejnim narodnim zajmem, a to plati
i presto, ze Ceska republika doposud ¢lenem eurozény neni.V tomto stavu spatfuji jeden ze zésadnich nedostat-
k{. Bez pfijeti eura budeme stale stat minimalné v nékterych oblastech spoluprace na pouze okraji.

Mym cilem je, aby Ceska republika ucinila veskeré potfebné kroky zajistujici, e bude pfipravena na vstup do eu-
rozény okolo roku 2020. Neni to tkol jednoduchy a cesta k nému povede pies disciplinu ve fiskalni oblasti, odva-
hu v oblasti hospodarské a presvédcivost v komunikaci s vefejnosti. Osobné jsem vsak presvédcen, Ze je to cesta
spravnd, nebot prohloubena spoluprace v oblasti hospodaiskych politik tak, jak ji dnes pfipravuji a dokoncuji
staty eurozény, bude bezpochyby tvofit jddro integrace Evropské unie v blizké budoucnosti.
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attempt to take an active approach to promote our interests and to present European topics actively. It may seem
insignificant, but what has fundamentally changed in the Czech Republic’s EU policy in the past year is the basic
approach to ideas. We do not view the EU and individual proposals and projects as a threat, but as an opportunity.
We are seeking ways to be inside, in the main progression, not to withdraw ourselves from cooperation. European
policy for us does not mean foreign policy towards foreign entities, but part of our own policy. The Czech Republic
will not repeat the rejection of the Fiscal Pact or Klaus’ exception.

Another pillar that we must take care of in the integration process is a stable, functioning and trustworthy institu-
tional framework. The European Commission, the European Parliament and the Court of Justice of the EU function
consistently well in general. The biggest shortcoming is in the involvement of national parliaments. As | have al-
ready mentioned, many Europeans build their relationship to the EU via their national context and national institu-
tions, which are more familiar to them and easier for them to understand. In this regard, | believe it makes sense to
find ways to get national institutions involved in the processes that occur at the national level.

If I were to define today’s situation with European integration in brief, | would say that we are already very far along,
but that our work is far from finished. Further integration is essential, because in some areas that are key for Eu-
rope’s future and about which | will still speak, we are only half way there, and in some cases only at the beginning.
In order for us to move forward, we have to be realistic and choose a pace that will not lead to instability and will
enable us to maintain the support of our citizens. | don't believe that it would make sense to get make sweeping or
demanding changes to primary law. In Europe, movements are increasing in popularity that question the very idea
of integration. We are recovering from a protracted crisis, and furthermore, we have not yet fully implemented all of
the changes that the Lisbon Treaty introduced.

The road leads elsewhere. We have to fully use the framework that we have available and focus on the areas that
are crucial for us in terms of the shared interests of member states and the EU as a whole. In these areas, we must
advance the integration process quickly and go all the way to the boundaries of what is possible and perhaps even
a bit beyond them. However, we should leave other policies primarily to the member states. | am pleased that sup-
port for this “quality and intensive” approach is shared by the current European Commission.

My selection of important topics of common interest includes energy, the internal market, migration and asylum
and related free movement of persons, commerce, foreign policy, policy of neighbours, defence and security policy
and enlargement policy.

| consider the social dimension to be a specific issue, which is playing an increasing role as far as citizens’ trust
in the institutions and the integration process is concerned. | am convinced that its importance will significantly
grow. Unfortunately, at this time we are not far enough along to be able to talk about a real single social policy,
but deepening economic integration has placed social issues before us on the European level, and we simply must
find solutions for them. Such solutions do not always involve adjustments or decisions at the European level. It
is difficult for us to find a single solution that would satisfy all, but we almost always find in relation to this topic
certain aspects, where as EU member states we should cooperate and communicate. | predict that this will lead to
deepening of cooperation of this area.

Something that | consider absolutely fundamental is the single currency, the euro, which is closely connected to
coordination of economic policy, and that is also why | have focused on it ahead of other areas of shared interest.
The euro is a key political and economic project of the EU and links both of these levels. Its fate is therefore crucial
for the EU as a whole, both economically and politically. For the Czech Republic, the stability and functioning of
the Eurozone is a key national interest, and this is true even though the Czech Republic is not yet a member of the
Eurozone.That is where | find one major shortcoming. Without adoption of the euro, we will be at the very least only
on the edge in certain areas of cooperation.
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O dlvodech, pro¢ mezi zésadni témata fadim energetiku, asi nemusim ob3irné hovofit. Energetika je jednim
z nejdiskutovanéjsich politickych témat nasi doby. Je to pfirozené - jedna se o sektor, ktery zasahuje do ro-
zlicnych oblasti naseho Zivota, od hospodafstvi po bezpecnost. Energetika ma pochopitelné také vyrazny mez-
inarodni kontext a soucasny vyvoj ve svété jasné ukazuje, o jak kli¢covou oblast se jednd. Z téchto dlivodd povazu-
ji budovani spolecné energetické politiky za zasadni kol soucasné Evropské unie, jehoz Uspésné napInéni miize
znamenat nejvétsi posun z hlediska integracniho Usili.

Soucasna diskuse o vzniku energetické unie je potvrzenim toho, Ze my Evropané jsme si téchto souvislosti
védomi. Pro Uspéch energetické unie povazuji za klicové predevsim dvé z jejich péti navrhovanych dimenzi. Jsou
jimi energeticka bezpecnost a vytvoreni funkéniho integrovaného trhu s energi.

AktudIni krize na Ukrajiné nam opétovné ukazuje, Ze bezpecnost dodavek energie a surovin neni samoziejmosti.
Potfebujeme kvalitni infrastrukturu, jejiz vybudovani je bohuZel finan¢né naro¢né. Musime proto nalézt zp(isoby,
jak ji financovat, jak se ma zapojit stat a jak co nejméné zatizit spotfebitele. Pficemz pravé v oblasti dodavek surovin
musime vice nez v jinych oblastech mit na zfeteli — princip solidarity - jeden ze zakladnich principl evropské spo-
luprace.

Propojeni energetickych systéma nas privede o krok bliz k dokonceni vnitiniho trhu s energii. Evropské komise zde
s trochou nadsazky hovofi o paté svobodé, ovsem tspéch v této oblasti miize mit, bez nadsazky, vyznam piekroceni
Rubikonu. Propojena infrastruktura nicméné nenf jedinym potfebnym krokem. Skutecné integrovany a funkeni trh
je mozné zajistit pouze, pokud existuji také integrovana pravidla, ktera skute¢né dodrzujeme.

Pokud se nam podafi, aby energetickd unie neziistala jen na papife, véfim tomu, Ze se stane jednim ze zakladl
evropské energetické bezpecnosti, konkurenceschopnosti a koneckoncti evropské integrace jako takové.

Zatimco v energetice i pres nékteré dil¢i uspéchy spolecnou fec teprve hleddme, budovani vnitiniho trhu je politik-
ou, kterd prispiva k naplfiovani myslenky evropské integrace od samotného jejiho pocétku. Vnitini trh coby jednot-
ny prostor pro volny pohyb zbozi a sluzeb, osob a kapitalu je nejcastéji zminovan jako Uspésny projekt prinasejici
hospodafsky rozvoj statl Evropské unie. To je samoziejmé pravda, ovsem nahlizet jej pouze timto prizmatem by
znamenalo nedocenit jeho skute¢ny vyznam. Evropa se silnym vnitfnim trhem lépe celi globdInim vyzvam. Vnitfni
trh je také nastrojem, ktery umoznuje lidem pocitit praktické vysledky integrace, a posiluje tak evropskou identitu.

Musime si pfiznat, Ze budovani vnitiniho trhu je prace vskutku sisyfovska a s pohyblivym cilem. Pfichazeji nové
spolecenské jevy, nové technologie, predchozi kroky pfindsi vyzvy, které nebylo mozné predjimat. Prohlubovani
vnitiniho trhu je potfeba chapat jako kontinudini a dynamicky proces. Tim spise bychom si méli uvédomovat jeho
smysl a nepolevovat ve snaze v jeho prohlubovani.

V nejblizsi dobé se je potfeba zaméfit zejména na ty ¢asti vnitiniho trhu, v nichz je potteba spoluprace nejurgentné-
j$i. Mam na mysli predevsim energetickou unii, o které jiz byla fe¢, a jednotny digitdlni trh. Je nutné vice zapracovat
na jednotném prostredi pro pohyb sluzeb, kde celime mnoha nedostatk(im, ale nesmime polevit ani v praci na od-
stranovani piekézek pro volny pohyb zbozi ¢i produktii dusevniho vlastnictvi. V neposledni fadé je nutné se zabyvat
zlepSovanim procesu tvorby nasi legislativy a snizovanim administrativni zatéze.

Dalsim tématem, které neni mozné v Evropské unii fesit izolované na Urovni clenskych statd a kde jednoznacné
musime hledat spole¢na feseni, je migracni a azylova politika. Téma je v soucasnosti navysost aktudlni a pro Evrop-
skou unii velmi pal¢ivé. Migrace je velmi komplexni a dynamicky jev, ktery zasahuje nejen region Stfedozemniho
more, ale také oblast vychodni Evropy a zapadniho Balkanu. Migrace je pfirozeny fenomén, ktery lidstvo provazi jiz
po tisicileti. Neni tedy namisté mluvit o migracnich tocich jako o nécem, co je produktem dnesni doby, byt kazda
doba a tedy i ta nase ma sva specifika. S védomim této skutecnosti musime také pfistupovat k feseni aktualni mi-
gracni situace.

Je nepochybné, Ze souc¢asné mohutné migracni tlaky jsou vyzvou a tézkou zkouskou pro celou Evropskou unii,
pokud se nam ji vak podafi zvladnout, miize se stat prvkem, ktery posili jednotu a silu evropského spolecenstvi.
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My aim is for the Czech Republic to take all necessary steps to ensure that it will be prepared to join the Eurozone
around 2020. That is not a simple task, and the road to it will involve fiscal discipline, a courageous economic ap-
proach and the ability to communicate with the public effectively and win their support for it. However, | am personally
convinced that this is the right path to take, since deepened cooperation in economic policy, as is being prepared and
completed by Eurozone states, will undoubtedly form the core of the EU's integration in the near future.

| probably do not have to explain why | rank energy among the important topics. Energy is one of the most discussed
political topics of our time. It is natural it is a sector that affects different areas of our lives, from the economy to secu-
rity. Energy also understandably has a major international context, and the current developments in the world clearly
show how crucial it is. For these reasons, | consider developing a single energy policy to be an important task for the
current EU, whose successful fulfilment can lead to greater progress in integration efforts.

The current discussions regarding the creation of an Energy Union merely confirm that we Europeans are aware of this
connection. | consider two of the five proposed dimensions to be key for the success of the Energy Union. They are
energy security and creation of a functioning integrated energy market.,

The current crisis in Ukraine shows us again that the security of supplies of energy and raw materials is not something
to be taken for granted. We need quality infrastructure, whose development is unfortunately financially demanding.
We must find ways to finance it and to involve the state and burden consumers as little as possible. In the area of raw
material supplies, we must more than in other areas take into consideration the principle of solidarity, one of the basic
principles of European cooperation.

The interconnection of energy systems will lead us a step closer to finalising the internal energy market. The Euro-
pean Commission with a bit of exaggeration is talking about a fifth freedom, and of course success in this area could
have, without exaggeration, overcoming the impossible. Nonetheless, an interconnected infrastructure is not the only
necessary step. A truly integrated and functioning market can be ensured only if there are integrated rules, which we
actually follow.

If we succeed in achieving an Energy Union that does not only remain on paper, then | believe that it will become one
of the foundations of European energy security, competitiveness, and finally European integration itself.

While in energy, even despite certain partial successes, we are still looking for a common voice, building the internal
market is a policy that will contribute to fulfilling the idea of European integration from its very beginning. The internal
market as a single space for free movement of goods and services, persons and capital is most often referred to as
a successful project bringing about economic development in EU states. That is of course true, but to look at it only
through that prism would mean to underestimate its actual importance. A Europe with a strong internal market will be
better at facing global challenges. The internal market is also a tool that enables people to feel the practical effects of
integration, and that strengthens European identity.

We must admit that building the internal market is an constant work task with varying aims. New social phenomena
and new technologies are emerging, and previous steps are resulting in challenges that could not have been foreseen.
Deepening the internal market needs to be understood as a continual and dynamic process. We should realise its
purpose and not let up in the effort to deepenit.

In the days to come, it will be necessary to focus in particular on those parts of the internal market in which the need
for cooperation is the most urgent. | have in mind mainly the Energy Union, which has already been mentioned, along
with the single digital market. It is necessary to do more to bring about a single environment for the movement of
services, where we face many shortcomings, but we must not neglect work on eliminating obstacles to the free move-
ment of goods or intellectual property products. Finally, it is necessary to focus on improving the process of creating
our legislation and reduction of administrative burden. The internal market is not only about harmonisation of leg-
islation, but is also about improving administrative processes and making them easier. Administrative obstacles are
indeed what to a great extent are preventing the full development of all four freedoms.
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Pokud uspésni nebudeme, hrozi opacny efekt. Migracni politika je jiz v soucasnosti pevné zakotvena v ramci
spolecnych politik Evropské unie a jeji provadéni do znacné miry vyplyva ze spolecnych pravnich nastroji Unie.
Zaméime se tedy predevsim na efektivni a smysluplné provadéni néstroju ve vyse uvedenych oblastech a od-
straniovani dil¢ich nedostatkd.

Kde ovsem musime byt mnohem aktivnéjsi a efektivnéjsi, to jsou opatieni, ktera sméfuji na kofeny migracnich
tokd, at jiz se jednd o pomoc uprchliklim na misté, uzsi spolupraci se zemémi plivodu a tranzitnimi zemémi, ¢i
o predchazeni dalsim vojenskym konfliktdim, které by soucasnou situaci jesté zhorsily. Mimoradné Usili musime
vénovat boji proti barbarskému obchodovéni s lidmi, z néhoz jsou nezfidka financovany teroristické aktivity
zlo¢ineckych organizaci.

Na zavér tohoto exposé k migracni problematice bych rad upozomil na jeho souvislost s tématem, které mi
obzvlasté lezi na srdci a 0 némz jsem se zmiroval u vnitiniho trhu, a sice s volnym pohybem osob. Tato kli¢ova
svoboda Evropské unie je pro mé osobné a pevné vérim, Ze pro viechny z vas, nedotknutelnd. Jedna se o zdsadni
plod evropské integrace a jeji klicovy symbol. Pokud to s Evropskou unii myslime vazné, musime vynalozit vesk-
eré usili, abychom predesli jejimu omezeni. Jakykoli signal negativniho vyvoje pravé v této oblasti by mél pro
integracni proces zasadni disledky.

Jednotnd pravidla, vnitini trh, spole¢na obchodni politika - to vie jsou pojmy, které odp(irce evropské integrace
roz¢iluji. Pro mé, jako bytostného Evropana, jsou vsak dlikazem, Ze Evropska unie sméfuje spravnym smérem.
Ve srovnani s klicovymi ekonomickymi a obchodnimi konkurenty Evropské unie jsou i ty nejvétsi evropské staty
malé, nem(izeme si dovolit se v této oblasti pohybovat kazdy na vlastni pést, musime se opirat o spole¢nou
obchodni politiku. Pro stfedné velkou evropskou zemi, jakou je Ceské republika, to plati dvojnasob. Oviem i silna
némecka ekonomika z této spolecné politiky vyrazné tézi. Evropska unie je totiz nejsilnéjsim hracem na svétové
obchodni scéné. Obchodni vztahy jsou pro nés prostredkem, jak prohlubovat vztahy s nasimi partnery, utvaret
vztahy nové a jak ovliviiovat globalni politiku.

Obchodni politika ma viak Sirsi zabér nez ten cisté ekonomicky. V nékterych ptipadech slouzi také jako demon-
strace toho, kam Evropské unie sméfuje, nebo kam patfi a na jakych hodnotéch stoji. Takovou ukdzkou je pro
mne vyjednavani o Transatlantické obchodni a investicni dohodé (TTIP) s USA. Spojené staty jsou nasim nej-
blizsim politickym a obrannym spojencem a tato skute¢nost by méla byt reflektovana i ve vzajemnych obchod-
nich vztazich. Podpis dohody nepfinese jen obchodni rist, ale také potvrdi diilezitost naseho partnerstvi. Vim, ze
vyjednavani o TTIP budou jesté slozita, a jsem si védom mnoha obav, které v souvislosti s dohodou vznikaji. Nep-
ochybuji, ze USA jsou silny hrac, ktery se bude zasazovat o své zajmy, o to vic je viak nutné pamatovat na to, co
jsem zde jiz zminoval, totiz na zakladni principy evropské spoluprace. Musime byt jednotni, viic¢i sobé navzijem
solidarni a dat Komisi pro jeji vyjedndavani silny mandat, aby pro Evropu vyjednala co nejvyhodnéjsi podminky.

Dal3i tfi oblasti, o nichz budu mluvit, jsou svym zaméreni externi, ale maji vyznamné dopady na vnitfni us-
poradani a stabilitu Evropské unie. Cilem politiky sousedstvi propagovat a rozvijet hodnoty, na nichz je Evropska
unie vybudovana, v zemich, které s Evropskou unii bezprostfedné sousedi a podporovat v nich stabilitu a pros-
peritu. Z hlediska Evropské unie se jedna o zasadni spole¢nou politiku, jejiz Gspéch je v nasem vitalnim zajmu.
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Another topic that cannot be resolved in the EU isolated at the level of member states and where we must find
a joint solution is migration and asylum policy. This topic is currently very relevant and very pressing for the EU.
Migration is a very complex and dynamic phenomenon, which is affecting not only the Mediterranean Sea region, but
also Eastern Europe and the Western Balkans. Migration is a natural phenomenon, which has accompanied mankind
for millennia. Therefore, it is not appropriate to talk about migration flows as something that is a product of today’s era,
although each era, including ours, has its specific characteristics. With awareness of this fact, we must take an approach
to deal with the current migration situation.

It is undisputed that the current mass migration pressures are a challenge and a difficult test for the entire EU, but if
we manage to cope with it, then it can become a phenomenon that boosts the unity and strength of the European
Community. If we are not successful, there is a risk of the opposite effect. Migration policy is already now firmly en-
shrined in the EU's joint policies, and its implementation to a great extent is based on the EU's shared legal resources.
Therefore, we should focus mainly on effective and sensible implementation of resources in the areas specified above
and eliminating shortcomings.

However, where we must be more active and effective are in relation to measures focused on the roots of migration
flows, whether these involve helping refugees on site, closer cooperation with migrants’ countries of origin and transit
countries and avoiding additional military conflicts that would worsen the current situation. We must make a major
effort to combat barbaric human trafficking, which is often used to finance terrorism and criminal organisations.

To conclude this mention of migration issues, | would like to highlight a topic that especially lies at my heart and about
which I mentioned in relation to the internal market, and that is the free movement of persons. That key freedom of the
EU isindispensable for me personally, and | am strongly convinced that it is for you as well. It is a fundamental source of
European integration and is a crucial symbol. If we are serious about the EU, then we have to make a maximum effort
to overcome its limitations. Any sign of negative developments in this area would have serious consequences for the
integration process.

Single rules, single market and single trade policy are all terms that anger opponents of European integration. For me
asaliving and breathing European, however, they are evidence that the EU is moving in the right direction. When com-
pared to the key economic and business competitors in the EU, even the largest EU states are small, we all can afford to
move in this area on our own, and we can benefit from a single trade policy. For a mid-sized European country such as
the Czech Republic, that applies to a double extent. Of course, even the strong German economy benefits significantly
from single policy. After all, the EU is not the strongest player on the global economic scene. Trade relations are a means
for us of deepening our relations with partners, creating new relationships and influencing global policy.

However, trade policies have a wider reach than just a purely economic one. In some cases, they serve as a sign of
where the EU is headed, where it belongs and what values it stands on. Such a sign for me is the work to negotiate
the Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) with the USA. The United States is our main political and
defence ally, and that fact should also be reflected in trade relations. The signing of the TTIP will not only lead to growth
in trade, but will also reaffirm the importance of our partnership. | know that the negotiations regarding the TTIP will
still be complex, and | am aware of the many concerns related to it. | fully recognise that the USA is a strong player,
which will seek to promote its interests, but that is why | consider it all the more important to remember what | have
already mentioned, the basic principles of European cooperation. We must be united, show solidarity towards each
other and give the Commission a strong mandate for negotiations, so that Europe can negotiate the best terms of the
arrangement.

Another three areas that | will talk about have an external focus, but they have significant impacts on the internal
arrangement and stability of the EU.| The aim of the neighbourhood policy is to promote and develop the values on
which the EU is based in countries that directly border the EU and to support their stability and prosperity. From the
EU’s point of view, this is a key shared policy and its success is in our vital interest.
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Dlouhou dobu se zddlo, Ze politika sousedstvi pfinasi své ovoce a je Uspésnd, ale posledni vyvoj v sousedstvi Unie
ukdzal nékolik véci, zaprvé, Ze politika sousedstvi nemize byt jedinym néstrojem, ktery mame k dispozici a zad-
ruhé, ze ma v nékterych aspektech vyznamné nedostatky a pfi plnéni svych il selhava. Jelikoz funkcni soused-
skou politiku nutné potiebujeme, musime pristoupit k jeji zadsadni reformé zalozené predevsim na principu difer-
enciovaného pristupu k jednotlivym partnerdm a principu inkluzivity. Strukturu této politiky vystavénou na dvou
instrumentech — Vychodnim partnerstvi a Unii pro Stredomofi - bychom méli zachovat.

Partnerskym statiim Evropy, které se rozhodnou jit cestou, ktera sméfuje do Evropské unie, musime nabidnout
zfetelnou evropskou perspektivu. Dnes se to tyka predevsim Moldavska, Gruzie a Ukrajiny. Evropska perspektiva
je v pfipadé téchto statl strategickym cilem a podnétem k provadéni reforem. Je perspektivou, kterou tyto staty
maji, a my, kdoz jsme ji jiz naplnili, bychom ji neméli nasim partnerm odpirat.

Nemensi dllezitost ma také nase schopnost zajistit svou obranu a bezpecnost. Dfive byla tato ¢ast nasi politiky
spojovana vylucné se Severoatlantickou alianci, ale tento trend se méni. NATO sice zstava zakladnim kamenem
nasi bezpecnostni architektury, ale Evropska unie v ni musi hrat vyznamnou roli, protoze by bylo vice nez nero-
zumné nevyuzit potencial spoluprace pravé v této oblasti. Je sice trochu paradoxni hovofit v pfipadé Evropské
unie o obrané a zbranich, kdyz zakladatelé Unie ji do vinku poloZili touhu po zajisténi miru. Nasim pfanim bylo
a vlastné doposud je, abychom byli schopni presvédcit partnery i konkurenty o moznostech spoluprace dia-
logem, tim Ze s nimi navazujeme vztahy, tim, Ze jsou nase svéty Uzce provdzané. Ukazuje se, Ze to vzdy nejde,
Ze v nékterych pripadech prosté neni mozné se dohodnout, nebot takova dohoda by znamenala ztratu naseho
vlastniho ,ja" Stejné tak je zfejmé, ze v okoli Evropy dnes existuji ohniska problém, kterd budto miizeme pie-
hlizet, nebo mizeme néco ¢init, abychom je neutralizovali. V téchto pfipadech by ndm méla slouzit spolecnd
obrannd a bezpecnostni politika, k tomu abychom ji mohli skute¢né vyuzit, musime se zaméfit na jeji funkcnost,
predevsim na spolupraci mezi armadami clenskych statd, flexibilitu pouZiti jejich nastroji a na maximalni mozné
synergické efekty s NATO.

Posledni oblasti, kterou zminim, je politika rozsiteni. Ta zcela pfirozené musi patfit mezi politiky, které jsou
spolecné. Vim, Ze toto téma dnes neni vniméano jako zasadni problém, jé jsem ovsem pfesvédcen, Ze rozsifeni
Evropské unie musi lezet v samotném jadru nasi pozornosti. Samotnd myslenka evropské integrace sméfuje
ke sjednoceni celého kontinentu. Povazuji nadto rozsifovani za proces, ktery Evropu jako celek dlouhodobé
stabilizuje a ¢ini silngjsi, proto bychom se jej neméli vzddvat. Vaclav Havel a Joschka Fischer ve svych dnes jiz
zmifovanych projevech plédovali za rozsifeni Unie o byvalé postkomunistické staty, véetné Ceské republiky
a byli vyslyseni. Ja tak ucinim smérem k zemim zapadniho Balkanu a vychodni Evropy. To Ze vyznamné (asti
Evropy stéle jesté stoji mimo hlavni integracni proud pocituji jako deficit. Je naprosto zasadni pokracovat s nimi
ve spolupraci zalozené na (spole¢né sdilenych) hodnotach — demokracii, vladé prava, lidskych pravech. Stattim,
které se rozhodnou pro vstup do Evropské unie, musime dat jasnou evropskou perspektivu. K tomu, aby tyto sté-
ty mohly do Evropské unie skute¢né vstoupit, musi splnit jasné dana a precizné definovana kritéria, coz s sebou
pfinasi dlouhodobou préci a nékdy také i pomérné nepopulérni kroky. V tomto procesu pottebuiji pomoc. My Cesi
vime z vlastni nedavné zkusenosti, jaky vyznam pro nas mély signély, zda se s nami pocita ¢i nikoli, zda pro nas
skutecné existuje evropska perspektiva. Proto jsme si védomi dlleZitosti téchto signdlll i pro nase partnery na
zédpadnim Balkéné a ve vychodni Evropé.
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For a long time, it seemed that the neighbourhood policy was having its desired effect and was successful, but the
recent developments near the EU’s borders have shown a few things: first, that the neighbourhood policy cannot
be the only tool that we have available, and second that in certain aspects it has major shortcomings and is failing
to achieve its objectives. Since we strongly need a functioning neighbourhood policy, we must fundamentally re-
form it with a focus mainly on the principle of a differentiated approach to individual partners and the principle of
inclusiveness. The structure of this policy is based on two instruments, the Eastern Partnership and the Union for the
Mediterranean, which we should maintain.

Partner states in Europe that choose this path, which leads to the EU, must be offered reasonable European perspec-
tive. Today this involves mainly Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine. The European perspective in the case of these states
is a strategic goal and will serve as an impulse for implementing reforms. It is a perspective that these states have,
and we who have already fulfilled it should not fail to support our partners.

Something no less important is our ability to ensure our defence and security. Previously, this part of our policy was
tied exclusively to NATO, but that trend is changing. While NATO remains a keystone for our security, the EU must
play an important role in it as well, because it would be more than wrong not to use the potential for cooperation
in this area. Indeed it is a paradox to talk in the case of the EU about defence and arms, since the EU’s founders aim
was to ensure peace. But our wish has always been and remains that we be capable of convincing partners and
rivals and the possibility of cooperation through dialogue by establishing relationships with them through close
ties. It is being shown that this does not always work, and in some cases it simply is not possible to agree, since such
an agreement would mean a loss of our individual identity. It is also obvious that there are plenty of problems in
Europe’s surroundings, which we can either observe or do something about in order to neutralise them. In these
cases, a single defence and security policy should serve us, and so that we can truly take advantage of it we must
focus on its functioning, mainly with among member states’ armed forces, flexibility in the use of their tools and
maximum team cooperation in NATO.

The last topic that | want to focus on is the enlargement policy. It naturally must be among the policies that are
joint for us. | know that this topic today is not perceived as a fundamental problem, but | am convinced that the
enlargement of the EU must be at the very core of our attention. The very idea of European integration is about
the unification of the entire continent. | consider enlargement to be a process that will stabilise Europe as a whole
over the long term and make it stronger, and therefore we should not give up the idea. Vaclav Havel and Joschka
Fischer today in their already mentioned speeches pleaded for enlargement of the EU to include former Communist
countries, including the Czech Republic, and their calls were heeded. | am also doing this for countries in the West-
ern Balkans and Eastern Europe. The fact that a sizeable part of Europe is outside of the main integration process is
something view as a shortcoming. It is absolutely fundamental to continue with them in cooperation based on the
(shared) values of democracy, the rule of law and human rights. States that decide to enter the EU must be given
a clear European perspective. In order for these states actually to be able to enter the EU, they must fulfil clearly
and precisely defined criteria, which will involve long-term work as well as relatively unpopular steps. They need
help in this process. We Czechs know from our own recent experience how important the signs of whether we were
counted in or not were for us, whether a European perspective actually existed for us. Therefore, we are aware of the
importance of these signs for our partners in the Western Balkans and Eastern Europe as well.

+,
Zyris®

3

£

23



Utad vlady Ceské republiky @ @ ﬂ

Vézené damy a vazeni panové, budoucnost Evropy je v nasich rukou. Musime pokracovat v integra¢nim dile,
které zapocali jeji zakladatelé v povale¢né dobé. Musime navazat na jejich étos, jejich diivéru v moznosti spo-
luprace a na jejich snahu zajistit Evropé mirovy rozvoj. Tento Ukol je nds, stejné jako byl jejich. Nastroje pro jeho
naplnéni mame, musime je pouzivat.

Jak tedy stru¢né shrnout, jaka by nase Evropska unie méla byt? Evropska unie nesmi upfednostiiovat racionalitu
na ukor nadéje ani naopak. Racionalita bez nadéje by vedla ke ztraté atraktivity a vefejné podpory, nadéje bez
racionality pak k nezodpovédnosti. Hlavné je ale zapottebi, abychom vsichni v EU brali Unii a jeji hodnoty za své,
abychom byli ochotni se za né postavit a hdjit je, den po dni vzdy znovu a znovu.

Dékuji Vdm za pozornost.
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Ladies and Gentlemen, the future of Europe is in our hands. We must continue in the integration process that was
begun by its founders in the post-war period. We must fulfil their goals, honour their trust in the opportunity for
cooperation and fulfil their effects to ensure a peaceful Europe. That goal is ours as well as theirs. We have the tools
to fulfil those aims, and we must use them.

So how could it be summarised in brief how the EU should be? The EU must not give priority to rationality at the
expense of hope, and vice versa. Rationality without hope would lead to a loss of attractiveness and public support,
and hope without rationality would lead to irresponsibility. It is mainly important for all of us in the EU to under-
stand the EU and its values as our own, so that we will be able to stand up for it and defend it, day after day again
and again.

Thank you for your attention.

25



Utad vlady Ceské republiky @ @ ”

Berlinska Humboldtova univerzita

Berlinskd Humboldtova univerzita patfi se svou vice nez 200letou historii k ne-
jvyznamnéjsim vysokym $koldm Némecka i celé Evropy. Tato nejstarsi berlinské
univerzita byla zalozena v roce 1809 a je pojmenovéna po jazykovédci a diploma-
tovi Wilhelmu von Humboldtovi, ktery jeji vznik inicioval a jehoz reformni myslen-
ky silné ovlivnily moderni evropské vysoké skolstvi. Univerzita je spojena se jmény
fady slavnych osobnosti, jako je napfiklad filosof Georg F. W. Hegel a nositel No-
belovy ceny za fyziku Albert Einstein. V novodobé historii zde se svym projevem
vystoupili italsky prezident Giorgio Napolitano, byvaly francouzsky prezident
Valéry Giscard d’Estaing ¢i tehdejsi pfedseda Evropské rady Herman van Rompuy.
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Humboldt University of Berlin

With a tradition of more than 200 years, the Humboldt University of Berlin is one
of the most prominent universities in both Germany and Europe as a whole. The
oldest university in Berlin, the institution was founded in 1809 and named after
linguist and diplomat Wilhelm von Humboldt who initiated its establishment and
contributed reform-minded ideas that had a strong influence on modern tertiary
education in Europe. The history of the Humboldt University of Berlin is inter-
twined with the work of such prominent personalities as philosopher Georg F.
W. Hegel and Nobel Prize winner for physics Albert Einstein. In recent times, the
university has served as a venue for presentations delivered by President of Italy
Giorgio Napolitano, former French President Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, and former
President of the European Council Herman van Rompuy.
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