The term “faleristics” comes from the Greek word
phalera, meaning the metal decorations on helmets.
The Romans adopted the word from the Greeks as
phaleare, a term for military honours worn on armour.
From these words, the term “faleristics" developed as

a scientific field of study concerned with the orders,
medals and insignia conferred upon individuals and
groups of people for merit in all fields of human
endeavour. The most valuable visible merit decorations
are orders, which exist today in nearly all countries of
the world. Their birthplace, however, was Europe, in
whose civilisational framework over the centuries they
evolved from spiritual-chivalric societies toward orders
as a decoration of merit.

The exhibition “The Beauty of European Faleristics”

is focused on a certain cross-section of European
faleristic tradition: Contemporary honours of the
Member States of the European Union. ALl 27 countries
are represented at the exhibition through their most
important honours, many of which are exhibited in this
country for the first time. Among the most valuable
exhibits are Denmark's Order of the Elephant, founded
in the mid-15th century, the Czech Noblegarde Cross
from 1814, which inspired the artistic form of the Czech
Republic's highest honour, the Order of the White Lion,
and also more than 10 order chains, the highest degree
of individual state honours, conferred as a rule upon
heads of state.

Organised by the Office of the Government of the

Czech Republic, the National Museum and the Prague
Military Historical Institute. Under the auspices of Mirek
Topolanek, the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, and
Alexander Vondra, the Deputy Prime Minister of the Czech
Republic for European Affairs. In cooperation with the
embassies of the Member States of the European Union
and with the Office of the President of the Czech Republic.
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Pojem faleristika pochazi z feckého slova phalera, které
oznatovalo kovové ozdoby na pFilbach. Od Rekil prevzali
toto slovo ve tvaru phaleare Rimané jako ndzev pro
vojenskd vyznamenani, nosend na zbroji. Z téchto slov
se vyvinul termin faleristika jako védnf obor, zabyvaji-
ciho se rady, medailemi a odznaky, jez jsou udélovany
jednotlivym osobdam i skupinam Llidi za zasluhy ve vsech
oborech lidské ¢innosti. Nejcennéjsimi viditelnymi
zasluznymi dekoracemi jsou rady, existujici v soucasné
dobé témér ve vSech zemich svéta. Jejich kolébkou

vSak byla Evropa, v jejimZ civiliza¢nim ramci v pribéhu
staleti do3lo k vyvoji od Fadu jako duchovné-rytitského
spoleCenstvi k fadu jako zasluzné dekoraci.

Vlystava ,Krdsa evropské faleristiky" je zamérena

na urcity vysek evropské faleristické tradice, a to na
soucasna vyznamendani ¢lenskych statl Evropské unie.
V8ech 27 zemi je na vystavé reprezentovano svymi
nejvyznamnéjsimi vyznamendanimi, pri¢emz ¢ast z nich
je u nds vystavena vibec poprvé. Mezi nejcenngjsi
expondty vystavy patif ddnsky Rad slona, zaloZeny jiZ
v poloviné 15. stoleti, Cesky $lechticky kiiZ z roku 1814,
ktery inspiroval vytvarnou podobu naseho sou¢asného
nejvyssiho vyznamenani, Radu bilého lva, a také vice
nez desitka radovych retéz(, nejvyssich stupril jednot-
livych statnich vyznamendni, udélovanych zpravidla jen
hlavam stétd.

Poradéa Urad vlady Ceské republiky, Narodni muzeum

a Vojensky historicky Gstav Praha. Pod zastitou predsedy
vlady Mirka Topoldnka a mistopredsedy vlady Ceské
republiky pro evropské zdleZitosti Alexandra Vondry. Ve
spoluprdci s velvyslanectvimi ¢lenskych statl Evropské unie
a Kanceldri prezidenta republiky.
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