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Concept note

Violence against women (VAW) remains tragically common. Worldwide, an estimated one in three
women have experienced physical and/or sexual violence in their lifetime, with significant
consequences to individuals, societies and economies. While many OECD countries are prioritising
VAW policies and programmes, we remain a long way from understanding “what works” on the ground
to address violence. Accurate estimates of the causal impact of policies are far from common, and
are related to persistent data, funding and research gaps.

To help build capacity for accurate, outcome-focused policy evaluations — and to strengthen evidence
for policymaking — the OECD’s Directorate for Employment, Labour and Social Affairs (ELS) is proud
to partner with WomEmpower, a major European Research Council (ERC)-backed research project
led by Professor Nuria Rodriguez-Planas (Queens College, City University of New York (CUNY), and
University of Barcelona), to host an applied evaluation workshop connecting policymakers with
leading economists conducting cutting-edge research on what works to prevent VAW.

The workshop will be interactive and will feature:

e Presentations from leading researchers showing the policy implications of their research,
outlining how policymakers can implement different types of causal evaluation in their
national context, and discussing new data sources for VAW. Researchers will present
research from social, justice, health and other policy domains, with a particular emphasis on
research design and data needs for robust causal evaluations of what works

e An opportunity for policymakers to connect with researchers on future evaluations, and to
connect with VAW counterparts across OECD countries; and

e A practical dialogue between policymakers, researchers, OECD and WomEmpower on what
further knowledge and data are needed to strengthen policy on VAW.

Confirmed speakers include Dan Anderberg (Royal Holloway University of London); Sanna Bergvall
(University of Gothenburg); Judit Vall Castelld (University of Barcelona); Gabriel Facchini (Royal
Holloway University of London); Daniel Fernandez-Kranz (IE Business School); Valerie Frey (OECD);
Jorge Garcia-Hombrados (Universidad Autdnoma de Madrid); Jeffrey Grogger (University of Chicago);
Mark Pearson (OECD); Elsa Pilichowski (OECD); Helmut Rainer (University of Munich) and Nuria
Rodriguez-Planas (CUNY and University of Barcelona).
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What Works to Stop Violence Against Women?

Causal Evidence, Real World Impact

Welcome coffee

08:30 Welcome to the OECD

Introductions and setting the scene

09:00-09:20

Agenda

Welcoming remarks and scene setting

Mark Pearson, Deputy Director, OECD Directorate for Employment, Labour & Social
Affairs (ELS)

Emma Armstrong, CEO of non-profit organisation | Choose Freedom (virtual)

Ndria Rodriguez-Planas, Professor in Economics, Queens College, CUNY, and University
of Barcelona, and Principal Investigator of WomEmpower: Why do we need causal
inference to stop VAW?

09:20-09:45

Breakout session: What evidence do policymakers need?

09:45-10:10

10:10-11:00

Presentations:

Plenary session: Report back from breakout groups

How can causal evaluations be implemented to measure programme outcomes?
Economic empowerment, social protection and VAW

Dan Anderberg, Royal Holloway University of London: Overview of key findings/debate
on economic empowerment vis-a-vis VAW, with findings from “Unemployment and
domestic violence: Theory and evidence.” Co-authored with Helmut Rainer, Jonathan
Wadsworth, Tanya Wilson. Access presentation: here.

Daniel Fernandez-Kranz, IE Business School: “Bargaining under threats: The effect of
joint custody laws on intimate partner violence.” Co-authored with Natalia Nollenberger
and Jennifer Roff. Access presentation: here.

Nuria Rodriguez-Planas, Professor in Economics, Queens College, CUNY, and University
of Barcelona: “Intimate Partner Violence and Income: Quasi-Experimental Evidence
from the Earned Income Tax Credit.” Co-authored with Resul Cesur, Jennifer Roff, and
David Simon. Access presentation: here.

11:00-11:30

Coffee Break

11:30-12:45

Access to justice and social services

Jeffrey Grogger, University of Chicago: “Criminal charges, risk assessment and violent
recidivism in cases of domestic abuse.” Co-authored with Dan A. Black, Tom Kirchmaier
and Koen Sanders. Access recording of a similar presentation: here.

Helmut Rainer, University of Munich: “Deterrence or backlash? Arrests and the
dynamics of domestic violence.” Co-authored with Sofia Amaral, Gordon B. Dahl,
Victoria Endl-Geyer and Timo Hener.

Nduria Rodriguez-Planas, Queens College, CUNY, and University of Barcelona: “The
Effectiveness of the Lethality Assessment Program.” Co-authored with Jennifer Roff and
Wei Zheng. Access presentation: here.

Jorge Garcia-Hombrados, Universidad Autbnoma de Madrid: “Specialised courts and the

reporting of intimate partner violence: Evidence from Spain”. Co-authored with Marta
Martinez-Matute and Carmen Villa. Access presentation: here.
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https://www.ichoosefreedom.co.uk/
https://academic.oup.com/ej/article-abstract/126/597/1947/5077969?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ej/article-abstract/126/597/1947/5077969?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/events/2025/05/16/OECD-VaW-WhatWorks-16May2025-Anderberg-Unemployment.pdf
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/731585
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/731585
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/events/2025/05/16/OECD-VaW-WhatWorks-16May2025-Fern%C3%A1ndez-Kranz.pdf
https://www.nber.org/papers/w29930
https://www.nber.org/papers/w29930
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/events/2025/05/16/OECD-VaW-WhatWorks-16May2025-Rodr%C3%ADguez-Lopes-Income.pdf
https://www.nber.org/papers/w30884
https://www.nber.org/papers/w30884
https://www.oecd.org/en/events/2025/03/harnessing-ais-predictive-power-to-reduce-domestic-violence-recidivism.html
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/15856/deterrence-or-backlash-arrests-and-the-dynamics-of-domestic-violence
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/15856/deterrence-or-backlash-arrests-and-the-dynamics-of-domestic-violence
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/events/2025/05/16/OECD-VaW-WhatWorks-16May2025-Rodr%C3%ADguez-Lopes-LAP.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0047272724001798
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0047272724001798
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/events/2025/05/16/OECD-VaW-WhatWorks-16May2025-Garc%C3%ADa-Hombrados.pdf

12:45-14:00 | Lunch
14:00-14:05 | Afternoon welcome
Elsa Pilichowski, Director, OECD Public Governance Directorate
14:05-14:40 | Access to healthcare and related supports
e Judit Vall Castello, University of Barcelona: “Hit where it hurts: Healthcare access and
intimate partner violence.” Co-authored with Caoimhe T. Rice, Cristina Bellés Obrero.
Access presentation: here.
e Sanna Bergvall, University of Gothenburg: “Motherhood and domestic violence: A
longitudinal study using population-wide administrative data.” Co-authored with Nuria
Rodriguez-Planas. Access presentation: here.
14:40-15:30 Data and measurement of VAW

Lessons learned and closing plenary ‘

e \Valerie Frey, OECD ELS: What are governments missing in current VAW data?

e  Gabriel Facchini, Royal Holloway University of London, “Insights into domestic violence:
Google search data,” and “COVID-19 lockdown and domestic violence: Evidence from
internet-search behaviour in 11 countries” Co-authored with Inés Berniell. Access
presentation: here.

e Dan Anderberg, Royal Holloway University of London: “Quantifying domestic violence in
times of crisis: An internet search activity-based measure for the COVID-19 pandemic™.
Co-authored with Helmut Rainer and Fabian Siuda. Access presentation: here.

15:30-16:00 | Coffee break
16:00-16:30 | Breakout sessions: Lessons learned, opportunities and remaining challenges
16:30-17:00 | Closing plenary discussion and closing remarks

Learn more about this event and the OECD’s work on gender equality at
https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/gender-equality.html
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https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/events/2025/05/16/OECD-VaW-WhatWorks-16May2025-VallCastello.pdf
https://www.iza.org/en/publications/dp/17129/motherhood-and-domestic-violence-a-longitudinal-study-using-population-wide-administrative-data
https://www.iza.org/en/publications/dp/17129/motherhood-and-domestic-violence-a-longitudinal-study-using-population-wide-administrative-data
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/events/2025/05/16/OECD-VaW-WhatWorks-16May2025-Bergvall.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.euroecorev.2021.103775
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.euroecorev.2021.103775
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/events/2025/05/16/OECD-VaW-WhatWorks-16May2025-Facchini.pdf
https://ideas.repec.org/a/bla/jorssa/v185y2022i2p498-518.html
https://ideas.repec.org/a/bla/jorssa/v185y2022i2p498-518.html
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/events/2025/05/16/OECD-VaW-WhatWorks-16May2025-Anderberg-COVID.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/gender-equality.html

