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Question 1

• Are women interested in politics less than men?



„How interested would you say you are in politics?“

Data: European Value Study



Women are less interested in politics than 
men

But where‘s the catch?
• Women more knowledgeable on issues related to their interest
• The direction of relationship: confidence -> interest and

knowledge
• Are men overconfident and over-interested?



Question 2
• What challenges and barriers women in politics have to 

face/tackle?
• Supply side

• Resources 
• Socialization 
• Family arrangements
• Political and social culture

• Demand side
• Voters: do they vote for women? 
• Parties: do they nominate women? 



Question 3

• Do political parties and their internal procedures directly or 
indirectly discriminate against women?



Women on the ballots in 2017 

Source: Forum 50 %



Women on the ballots 
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Do political parties and their internal procedures 
directly or indirectly discriminate against women?

• ‘If parliament is the warehouse of traditional masculinity . . . 
political parties are its major distributors ’ (Joni Lovenduski
2005: 56)

• The “secret garden of politics”

• Gender bias also resulting from all the structural factors



Question 4
• How can the political parties / state motivate women to start their 

political engagement and facilitate their political careers?

• Raising awareness (campaign, media coverage)
• Training and mentoring
• Active search for candidates and encouragement
• Rhetorical emphasis on gender equality
• Strong women’s sections/organizations
• Work-life balance 
• Quota politics



Getting women into politics requires 
conscious intention and effort! 

(Quota with placement mandates helps)
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