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Main points 

• Prevalences of domestic violence 

• Individual health impacts 

– Physical injuries 

– Psychological problems 

– Somatic illness 

• Socio-economic costs 



Conceptual framework: Domestic violence – 

from Wife Battering to Violence in Close 

Relationships 

• Intimate Partner Violence 

• Child Abuse  

• Elder Abuse 

 



Prevalence of Domestic 

Violence in Norway  
 

 Thoresen and Hjemdal 2014 

Women Men 

Intimate partner violence (including sexual abuse) 21 % 18 % 

Severe partner violence (including rape) 11 % 2 % 

Severe physical child abuse 5 % 5 % 

Psychological abuse from parents 15 % 11 % 

Witnessing violence between parents 10 % 10 % 

Elder abuse: no prevalence studies – estimation 4 %   



Sources of knowledge 

• Population surveys 

• Clinical research 

• Public registers 

 



Population surveys  
Schei 2005 

– 30 % of women abused by partner reported physical 

injuries 

Thoresen and Hjemdal 2014 

– 49 % of girls severely abused by parents reported 

physical injuries 

– 46 % of boys severely abused by parents reported 

physical injuries 

– 65 % of women severely abused by partner reported 

physical injuries 

– 50 % of men severely abused by partner reported 

physical injuries 

Physical injuries 



Physical injuries 

Clinical research  
Steen and Hunsgaar 2002: 

 

– Mostly minor injuries.  

• Cuts and bruises    41 %  

• fractures     37 %  

• concussions and head injuries    9 %  

• eye injuries       5 % 



Physical injuries 

Public registers 
Engeland and Kopjar 2000: 

– 4 % of all injuries caused by violence 

– 16 % of all injuries led to hospitalization 

– For women: 40 % of violence in their home – for men: 15 % 

 
Women Men 

Bruises 34 % 21 % 

Open wounds/cuts 22 % 36 % 

Fractures  14 % 18 % 

Concussion 8 % 7 % 



Psychological problems 

Population surveys 
Thoresen and Hjemdal 2014  
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Psychological problems  
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Population surveys  
Thoresen and Hjemdal 2014 

 



Psychological problems 

Population surveys  
Hjemdal, Sogn and Schau 2012 

 



Polyvictimisation and 

psycholgical problems 

  Adult violence categories (0-2) 

No adult abuse 1 type of adult abuse 
2 or more types of 

adult abuse  

Childhood violence 

categories (0-3) 

psychological 

problems 

psychological 

problems 

psychological 

problems 

No child abuse 4,90 % 9,30 % 31,00 % 

1 type of abuse 13,80 % 31,10 % 42,90 % 

2 types of abuse 25,40 % 35,50 % 52,40 % 

3 types of abuse 32,40 % 65,50 % 63,60 % 

Population surveys 
Thoresen and Hjemdal 2014  



Somatic diseases  

Population surveys 
  Eberhard-Gran, Schei and Eskild (2007) 

 
No 

violence 

Physical 

violence 

No sexual 

abuse 

Sexual 

abuse 

Asthma 4 % 7 %  not significant 

Fibromyalgia not significant 14 % 27 % 

Migraine 4 % 7 % 14 % 18 % 

Disease in muscular or 

skeletal system 
Not signifcant 13 % 24 % 

Disease in the kidneys or 

urinary tract 
4 % 11 % 14 % 26 % 



Polyvictimisation and 

somatic diseases 

Abused in 

childhood 

Polyvictimized 

only during  

childhood 

Polyvictimized 

both as children 

and  as an adult 

Asthma 1.9 2.3 3.6 

Hay fever 1.7 1.6 1.7 

Bronchitis 2.0 2.5 5.0 

Diabetes 2.2 3.7 

Fibromyalgia 2.2 2.6 3.4 

Heart attack 4.5 

Population surveys  
Hjemdal, Sogn and Schau 2012 

 



Socio-economic costs 

Estimated yearly cost of violence in close relationships 

2010 in billion NOK – Vista Analysis 2012 

 Type of cost Cost Explanation 

Loss of life 0.5 Value of statistical life, killed in 2010 

Public costs 2.2 – 2.4 Medical, police, courts, social assistance etc.  

Lost productivity 

women 

1.1 – 1.4 Value of long-term loss of productivity for 

women distributed over 31 years  

Lost productivity 

children 

0.7 – 1.9 Value of long-term loss of productivity for 

children distributed over 49 years  

Lost productivity other 

groups 

Not 

computed 

Lost quality of life Not 

computed 

Total socio-economic 

cost in 2010 

4.5 – 6.0 




