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States Parties shall assure to the child who
is capable of forming his or her own views
the right to express those views freely in all
matters affecting the child,

the views of the child being given due
weight in accordance with the age and
maturity of the child.”




States Parties shall ensure that children
with disabilities have the right to
express their views freely on all matters
affecting them, their views being given
due weight in accordance with their age
and maturity, on an equal basis with
other children, and to be provided with
disability and age-appropriate
assistance to realize that right.
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A right of individuals
and

A right of groups of
children




A rightin itself and a
means of realizing all
other rights




.'I'I
o

PROTECTION FROM
KIDNAPPING

18

Part 2: The

benefits of
child
participation

L 5

RESPONSIBILITY
OF PARENTS

&

A CHILD'S
PLACEMENT




What difference
does it make?







The impact on
all aspects of
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PARTICIPATIO
INEDUCATION

Attendance

Legal
Complying with the law

Moral
Affording dignity,
equality and respect

Democracy
Learning through
experiencing it

Inclusion
Understanding what
children need from
their perspective

W Wellbeing

Enhancing a sense of
belonging

Pedagogy
Providing more
interactive learning

Curriculum
Making it relevant and
engaging

Pastoral care
Keeping children well

Safeguarding
Protecting children
fromharm

Attendance
Understanding what is
needed to encourage
regular attendance

Behaviour
Emphasising positive
approaches

Personal development

Developing skills
through participation

Attainment
Engaging and doing
better academically

e

ducation



Student participation and wellbeing

Views sought
and taken
seriously

a virtuous circle

Inclusion

Self-esteem Respect y Safety .
e £ Belonging
confidence
oj&m 39“*0
Agency

Attendance
and
engagement




‘Merely allowing students to express their
opinions without having any impact on decisions
and choices that are made is not enough to
promote their wellbeing at school...if students
express their opinions and then perceive that
their opinions are not listened to or seriously
considered when making decisions, then their
wellbeing is not improved..

Anderson, D. L., Graham, A. P.,, Simmons, C., & Thomas, N. P. (2022).

Positive links between student participation, recognition and wellbeing

at school. International Journal of Educational Research, 111, 101896.
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Part 3: The
Lundy Model

or Voice Inclusive Practice ...
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the Lundy Model
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What
does

Article 12
require?

The Voice of the Child/
Student Voice?

The Right to be Heard?

The Right to Participate?

“Each of these abbreviations is an
imperfect summary and can
potentially undermine its
implementation.” Lundy 2007




This model provides a pathway to help conceptualise Article 12 of the
UMCRC. It focuses on four distinct, albeit interrelated, elements, The
four elements have a rational chronological order.

Space Audience Influence

Children and Children and The views
young people miust be

must be
facilitated to
express their

listened to

xpr
YIEWS

SPACE: Children must be given the
opportunity to express a view

VOICE: Children must be facilitated
to express their views

AUDIENCE: The view must be
listened to.

INFLUENCE: The view must be
acted upon, as appropriate.




PROSTOR HLAS

Jak: Zajistit bezpeény a inkuzivni Jak: Poskytnout adekvéatni
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SPACE

Actively created

Safe

®* How can children and
young people feel safe to
express their views?

®* Have you allowed enough
time to listen to and hear

their views? I I .

® How do you make sure n C u S I Ve
that all children and young
people are heard?




European Agency for
Special Needs and
Inclusive Education:
Voices into Action

Voices into Action: Including the
Voices of Learners and their

Families in Educational Decision-
Making

— The VIA Framework for Meaningful Participation in Inclusive Education

e' ‘Audience’ a

Policy-mak tion stakehok
Framework

M M

Consider and act Embed and uphold

upon the voices of an ethical approach
all in decision

Sustain, evaluate
and continue to
capacity (knowledge
making, espedally understanding and
those who are skills) to listen and

share their voices

mprove
participation for
diverse
masginalised or
vulnerable to and transparency)
exdlusion

and contexts

VIA Framework

Create safe and inclusive opportunities Facilitate free expression of voices in the
to form and express voices medium of choice

Act on the voices

Listen responsibly
to the voices




How can you include
‘all children?’...




VOICE

How are children and

young people provided with
the support they need to give
their views and be heard?

How can they raise the things
that matter to them?

How are they offered different
ways of giving their views?

Voluntary

Choice in mode of
expression

Supported to form and
express views



Leave Audio Recording \-.._/

Send us a Drawing or a Picture @

Give us your opinion

Emotional Support Chat %



The right to
Information
IS a pre-
requisite

Creating
child-friendly
versions

of written
documents:

A guide

ONLINE
BULLYING

4 Any sort of
comment intended
to harm online

VERBAL BULLYING
¢ Insulting ¢ Name calling
4 Slagging off ¢ Making fun of people
4 Slander ¢ Rumours
¢ Any form of excluding

¢ Embarrassing people on purpose




AUDIENCE Active listening

el ¥Vl All relevant decision-

and willing to listen to children and
young people’s views?

o How do you make sure ’fheyu m a ke rS

Formal channels of
communication




St. Aidan’s ....where learners

Community School are teachers
Student & teachers
Perspectives are learners....

Teach

Learning
In
The

111110dS

Educational Space
Programme




INFLUENCE  Realistic

¢ How will children and young
Transparent
influence they can have on
decisions?

e How will you give them
feedback?

* How will you share with them

the impact of their views on

decisions?

o il you sl th Feedback and follow-up




Thrive Trust: Pop up Parliaments and Voice Dashboards

ve our
We all need to feel we are in  safe space before we can give 0

Iviews, concerns or ideas.

co-operative learning trust &
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Ireland’s Department of Education:
Student Participation Unit

Five recomme ndaﬁo ns That the department communicates

with children and young people

That the department builds on its

understanding
That the department builds on its O 1

understanding

That the department promotes good
practice

actions below.

That the department develops its /ﬁ\)
processes
-’

This means that the department will have ways to

support the participation of children and young That the department holds itself
people. accountable
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* How did you ensure that children and
young people were involved as early
as possible?

* How was their involvement sustained?

* How were those who are directly
affected by the topic involved?

* What steps were taken to ensure the
process was inclusive and accessible?

» How were they supported to feel
safe and comfortable expressing
themselves?

What support was provided to
those who became anxious, upset
or uncomfortable?

How were children and young people
informed about the scope they have
[including the limitations) to influence
decision-making?

' How were they given age-appropriate
and accessible feedback at key points
during the development of a service
or policy?

* What did you do with their views?

* How were they given age-appropriate
and accessible feedback explaining
how their views were used and the
reasons for the decisions taken, in

a timely manner?

» How did you ensure that they were
given opportunities to evaluate the
process throughout?

Evaluation Checklist

This checklist is a guide for the self-evaluation and external
evaluation of policies, plans, services, programmes, governance,
research and legislation at national, local and erganisational level.

Did you make a clear list of the

topics on which you want to hear the

views of children and young people?

How did you ensure that the key focus
of the process stayed on the topics you

identified?

How did they know that participation was
voluntary and they could withdraw at any time?

How did you support them to give their own
views, while including age-appropriate and

accessible information?

How did you ensure that they were given a range
of ways to express themselves that best suited

their needs and choices?

How did the process allow them to identify topics

they wanted to discuss?

* How did children and young people know
to whom, how and when their views would

be communicated?

* How did you show that you were committed to
being informed and influenced by their views?

* How did you identify and involve relevant
decision-makers (those responsible for

influencing change)?

* How and when was a report/record and
a child or youth-friendly summary of their

views compiled?

* How did you ensure that they were given

an opportunity to confirm that their
views were accurately recorded?

* What plans were put in place to

support children and young
people to play a role in
communicating their
own views?

Everyday Spaces Checklist

This checklist is designed as a guide to help you ensure that children and young
people have a voice in decision-making. It can be applied to many everyday
aations including those that occur in classrooms, childcare settings, and youth

1d sports clubs, as well as to activities conducted as part of youth projects,
games, arts and creative initiatives.

1o not use this checklist for developing policies, plans, services, programmes,
rnance, research and legislation - use the Planning Checklist on page 18.

rase make sure that the ways you involve children and young people
in decision-making are age-appropriate and accessible for all,
| whether in person or online.

How are children and

young people provided with
the support they need to give
their views and be heard?

* How can children and
young people feel safe to
express their views?

Have you allowed enough
time to listen to and hear
their views?

How can they raise the things
that matter to them?

How do you make sure
that all children and young
people are heard?

How are they offered different
ways of giving their views?

How will children and young
people know how much
influence they can have on
decisions?

* How do you show that you are ready
and willing to listen to children and
young people’s views?

How do you make sure they
understand what you can do
with their views?

® How will you give them
feedback?

¢ How will you share with them
the impact of their views on
decisions?

® How will you explain the

reasons for the decisions

taken?



Checking with
children that
they felt that

their voice was
listened to

Children and Young People’s Online
Feedback Form (for groups)

Boy O Girl [J Other [] 1 don’t know [] Age ____

Tick the number of stars you would give to everything below. Five stars is the best.

| have been listened to from the start

| felt safe giving my opinions

| | felt comfortable giving my opinions

| A lot of different voices were included

| got the chance to give my opinions

| got enough information to help me give my opinion
| got support to have my voice heard

| understood what was being discussed

| could give my opinions whatever way | wanted

| had enough time to talk

AUDIENCE * ok khkk hhkk ok kkok

| know who wants to hear our opinions
| know why they want the opinions of young people |

They were honest about what they would try to do
with our opinions

INFLUENCE d hk ko koo ok ok ok

| know where our opinions are going next --_

| know how we will be told about what happens to
our opinions

| think what we said today will be taken seriously

Was it easy to use?

The ONLINE SPACE was...




Scan the QR to read the
accompanying blog:




“It’s not the gift
of adults. It’s
the right of the
child”

(Lundy 2007)
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