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Europe without Barriers

Background on Priorities for the Czech EU Council Presidency
in the First Half of 2009

The document “Background on Priorities for the Ge&tJ Council Presidency in the First Half of 20084s
prepared jointly by Ministries in Prague and thenRanent Representation of the Czech Republic t&thelt is
intended to be a flexible and living document whigh be continually updated. It is designed torlah a debate
on the themes which will inform the priorities diet Czech EU Presidency. On 28 February 2007 thendeit
received Government approval via the CommitteaHerEU.

The document addresses the overarching methodsfioird) and developing the priority issues for eech
Presidency of the EU. In close cooperation with Ehé institutions, Member States and domestic pasttias
document will form the basis of the Czech appro&ehits Presidency”. The document emphasises the
importance of the Czech Republic working with pastl future presidencies. In particular the CzeepuRlic

will cooperate closely with partners from Francel &weden (with whom detailed discussions will begithe
second half of 2007). Another key part of our Rtestcy preparation will also be to ensure that aisdi on a
regular basis with the European institutions anith ail Member States.

The main tasks of the Presidency are to ensuréncitytin both the smooth running and policy diientof the

EU. The programme and priorities are the foundatiof any Presidency. The key themes of the Czech
Presidency should strike a balance between theratinterests of the Czech Republic and the agefdae

EU as a whole. They should also be realistic atairable.

The Czech Presidency will be guided by current Elicies and concepts. In planning for the Presigiehe
Czech Republic will also need to consider work inguess, issues passed on from the preceding Bnegis
and issues due for decision in the first half od20Therefore the European Parliament electionstlaménd of
the current Commission’s mandate will have to lmtdied into Czech Presidency planning and objestive

All priorities will reflect the general theme ofdlCzech Presidency summarised by the motto “A Euwaphout
Barriers”.

The key range of issues on the Presidency agenda

« Competitiveness, the four freedoms and the liberdtade policy

Further important themes:

e Safe and sustainable energy

e The Budget Review and reform of the Common Agriculiiral Policy

e Transatlantic relations, Western Balkans, Eastern Mighbours

e Further development of the area of freedom, secuntand justice

< Institutions and their reform, election of the Presdent of the European Commission and the High
Representative for Common Foreign and Security Patly.

Together with this document, the Government alsoeed)y how to progress debate and develop policy
preparation for the Czech Presidency. The individbamatic chapters of the document will be coraihu
developed by sectoral expert groups, which willoréat regular intervals. The document will alsoslbémitted
for wider discussion to both Chambers of the CzPehliament, to social partners, representativeshef
Association of Regions of the Czech Republic anthefUnion of Towns and Municipalities, as welltaghe

expert community



