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ficialni statni symbolika Ces-

ké republiky je definovana ve

14. ¢lanku Ustavy z roku 1992.

Zahrnuje velky a maly statni

znak, statni barvy, statni vlajku,
vlajku prezidenta republiky, statni pecet
a statni hymnu. Plni predev$im funkce
identifika¢ni a reprezentativni. Svym
zpusobem vsak také piiblizuje jednotlivé
etapy z vice nez tisiciletych dé&jin statu,
jehoz pocatky sahaji do 9. stoleti na Mora-
vu, kde doslo k ptijeti k¥estanstvi spoje-
ného s uzivanim pisma, a ktery se dnes
jmenuje Ceska republika. Pripomina his-
torickou kontinuitu, navaznost soudas-
nosti na usili desitek generaci predkii.

Z hlediska vyvoje 1ze minulost ¢eské
statni symboliky rozdélit do ¢ty# obdo-
bi, pficemz mezniky, které je od sebe
oddéluji, se ne vzdy shoduji s mezniky
politickych dé&jin. Zasadni politické zmé-
ny ¢asto nachazely vyjad¥eni v symbo-
lické oblasti az s uré¢itym zpozdénim. Do
zacatku 20. stoleti $lo vlastné piedev§im
o symboliku vladnouciho panovnika,
ktera plnila prakticky stejné funkce
jako nyni symboly republiky. Z nejstar-
$iho obdobi se bezprostiedni spojitost
s dneskem neuchovala, ale pravé tehdy
vznikly béhem 12. stoleti v zapadoktes-
tanském civilizaénim okruhu znaky
odpovidajici pravidlam heraldiky. Znaky
se staly zakladem vSech statnich symboli
s vyjimkou hymny. Druhé obdobi zacalo
nastupem krale Pfemysla Otakara II. na
¢esky trin v roce 1253. Tim okamzikem
prevzal vlastné automaticky roli znaku
¢eského krale stiibrny korunovany dvou-
ocasy lev na ¢erveném §titu, pozdéji pod-
le okolnosti doplfiovany dynastickymi
erby a heraldickym vyjadienim ostatnich
kralovskych a cisatskych titulti tehdej-
$ich panovniki. Tieti obdobi zahajil
reskript cisaiovny Marie Terezie z 29. lis-
topadu 1752. Z pravniho hlediska ustano-
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he official state symbols of the
Czech Republic are defined in
Article 14 of the Constitution
from 1992. They comprise a
great and small coat of arms,
the state colours, the state flag, the flag
of the President of the Republic, the
state seal and the national anthem. They
primarily serve the purposes of identi-
fication and representation. Yet to some
degree they also shed light on individual
stages in the history - more than a thou-
sand years old - of a state whose origins
can be traced back to the gth century
in Moravia, where the people were con-
verted to Christianity in a move associ-
ated with the use of the written word,
and which we now know as the Czech
Republic. These symbols recall historical
continuity, the bond between the present
and the efforts of dozens of generations
of our forebears.

From the aspect of evolvement, the his-
tory of Czech state symbols can be split
into four periods; the milestones which
separate these periods are not always
consistent with landmarks in the coun-
try’s political history. It often took some
time for fundamental political change to
be reflected in symbols. Until the start
of the 20th century, the symbolism was
generally that of the governing ruler,
and played virtually the same role as the
official state symbols do today. Although
the direct link with the oldest period
has been long severed, it was then, in the
12th century, that arms consistent with
the rules of heraldry first came to light
in western Christian civilization. It was
these arms that paved the way for all the
state symbols except the anthem. The sec-
ond period began when P¥emysl Otakar
II assumed the Bohemian throne in 1253.
It was then that the silver, crowned, two-
tailed lion on a red shield (subsequently

®
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vil zavedeni jednotného panovnického
znaku, spole¢ného pro rakouské i ¢eské
zemé. Fakticky to znamenalo konec uzi-
vani specificky ¢eské symboliky na statni
urovni.

V iijnu 1918 lezi z hlediska vyvoje
statni symboliky zac¢atek obdobi, které
trva dodnes. K rozhodujici zméné doslo
v bezprosttedni souvislosti s pfrelomem
v politickych dé&jinach, vyvolanym uspés-
nym zahrani¢nim i domacim odbojem
proti Rakousko-Uhersku béhem prvni
svétové valky. Exilova prozatimni ¢esko-

Washingtonské deklarace

z roku 1918. Sest4 strana
konceptu, autograf

T. G. Masaryka. / The 1918
Washington Declaration. Page
six of the draft, T. G. Masaryk's
autograph.
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complemented with the various dynastic
coats-of-arms and heraldic manifesta-
tions of other royal and imperial titles of
later sovereigns) automatically became
the heraldic emblem of the King of
Bohemia. The third period began with
Empress Maria Theresia’s rescript of
29 November 1752, legally establishing
a uniform sovereign coat of arms com-
mon to both the Austrian and Bohemian
Lands. This de facto spelled the end of
specifically Czech symbols at state level.
In the evolvement of state symbol-
ism, October 1918 marked the begin-
ning of a period which has continued
to the present day. The crucial change
was directly attributable to an upheaval
in political history prompted by the
successful international and domestic
revolt against Austria-Hungary during
the First World War. The Czechoslovak
provisional government in exile, headed
by T. G. Masaryk, officially notified its @
appointment on 14 October after the
ratification of the force of the Treaty;
two days later, through a manifesto of
Emperor Charles I, Austria-Hungary tried
to garner the support of the American
president Wilson by offering autonomy
to those nations in the western half of
the empire. T. G. Masaryk responded
on 18 October with the promulgation of
the Washington Declaration, published
in the American press, which expressly
invoked the American Declaration of
Independence from 1776 and proclaimed
that the new Czechoslovak state would
be a republic. On the same day, Presi-
dent Wilson rejected the Austrian-Hun-
garian offer of autonomy as derisory.
He declared that the further fate of the
empire would be left to the discretion
of its individual nations. When Austria-
Hungary accepted Wilson’s conditions on
28 October and, by means of an official

22.10.2007 16:59:03 ‘ ‘



slovenska vlada v ¢ele s T. G. Masarykem
po souhlasu mocnosti Dohody 14. ijna
oficialné oznamila své ustanoveni a o dva
dny pozdéji se Rakousko-Uhersko pro-
stfednictvim manifestu cisate Karla L
pokusilo nabidkou autonomie pro naro-
dy zapadni poloviny #iSe ziskat podporu
u prezidenta Spojenych statti americkych
Wilsona. T. G. Masaryk 18. ¥ijna zareago-
val zvetejnénim Washingtonské deklara-
ce, publikované v americkém tisku, ktera
se vyslovné odvolavala na americkou
Deklaraci nezavislosti z roku 1776 a pro-
klamovala, Ze novy ¢eskoslovensky stat
bude republikou. TéhoZ dne prezident
Wilson odmitl rakousko-uherskou nabid-
ku zavedeni autonomie jako jiz nedosta-

note from foreign minister Andrassy,
sought an armistice, the people of
Prague took this to mean capitulation.
The National Committee proclaimed the
birth of a Czechoslovak state. Before the
day was out, the first Czechoslovak law
had entered into force - the Reception
Act on the Assumption of Power and on
the Retention of the Force of Current
Law, which was drawn up by Alois Rasin.
The formation of Czechoslovakia in 1918
saw statehood removed from the realm of
theory back to the world of reality, in the
process transforming the country from
a monarchy installed in the 9th century
into a republic.

Prvni ¢eskoslovensky zakon

z roku 1918. Predni strana
konceptu, autograf A. Rasina. /
The first Czechoslovak law
from 1918. Front page of the
draft, Alois Rasin's autograph.
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Ustava Ceskoslovenské
republiky z roku 1920,
preambule. / 1920 Constitution
of the Czechoslovak Republic,
preamble.
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¢ujici. Prohlasil, ze dalsi osud riSe zavisi
na rozhodnuti jednotlivych naroda. Kdyz
potom 28. ¥ijna Rakousko-Uhersko akcep-
tovalo Wilsonovy podminky a notou
ministra zahrani¢i Andrassyho pozadalo
o piiméri, lidé v Praze ji pochopili jako
kapitulaci. Narodni vybor proklamoval
vznik ¢eskoslovenského statu. Jesté ten-
tyz den vstoupil v platnost prvni ¢esko-
slovensky zakon, tzv. recep¢ni, o pievzeti
moci a ponechani dosavadniho pravniho
radu v platnosti; sepsal jej Alois Rasin.
Vytvoireni Ceskoslovenska v roce 1918
vratilo vlastni statnost z oblasti teorie
zpét do reality. Jeji forma se pfeménila

z monarchie, ktera pretrvavala od 9. sto-
leti, na republiku.

o v v ’
7Tt L MN[x L

Ell{; / I/ [ /b/([ } lf}”b/ IIJZ chizjice upe

oniti dokonalow jednotu ndroda zapésti spravedlivé:

tidy v republice. zajistiti pokojnyj rozooj demoviny éesko-

slovenské prospeli obecnému blahu vsech obcanit

tohoto stdtu a zabezpecili pozehndni svobody pit

stim pokolenim, piijali jsme ve svém ldrodnim shro-

mazdéni dne 29, anora 1920 dstavu pro Ceskoslo-
venskou republikujejiz znéni ndsteduje.

i tom my, ndrod Ceskoslovensky, prohla:
sujeme Ze cheeme usilovati, aby tato astava i vse-
chiy zdkony nasi zemé provddény byly v duchi na-
sich dejin stejné jako v duchu modernich zdsad, ob-
sazenyeh v hesle sebeuréent; nebot cheeme se pri
lenili do spolecnosti ndrodic jako clen vzdélanyy,
mitumilovmyj, demokralicky a pokrokooy.
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VELKY STATNIi ZNAK

Po zavrazdéni posledniho premyslovské-
ho krale Vaclava I1I. v roce 1306 nasledo-
val ¢tytlety zapas o ¢esky trin, v némz
zvitézil Jan Lucembursky. V prvnich
letech vlady byl mlady kral pod silnym
vlivem své manzelky Elisky Pfemyslovny
a jeho symbolika dusledné navazovala na
piemyslovské predchtidce. Po otevieném
konfliktu s kralovnou a jejimi stoupenci
vSak Jan Lucembursky v prvni poloviné
20. let kralovskou symboliku demonstra-
tivné zménil. Na nové peceti pouzil ¢tvr-
ceny §tit, st¥idajici ¢eského lva v prvnim
a étvrtém poli se znakem Lucemburska
ve druhém a t¥etim poli; vyjadiil tim sviij
silny vztah k Lucemburskému hrabstvi.
Prestoze jeho nastupci na triné zdaraz-
novani symbolu Lucemburska neptevza-
li, obliba ¢tvrcenych $titti v ¢eské heraldi-
ce pretrvala. Za Zikmunda Lucemburské-
ho se ve ¢tvrceném stitu s ¢eskym lvem
poprvé stridaly arpadovské pruhy Uher-
ského kralovstvi, vyjimeéné se kombina-
ce symboliky obou statd objevovalaiv
polceném §titu. V roce 1490 se ¢esky kral
Vladislav Jagellonsky stal také uherskym
kralem a personalni unie obou monar-
chii potom pokracovala témér bez pie-
ruseni. Sou¢asné se ve ¢tvrceném znaku
objevil stiedni stitek s erbem pravé panu-
jici dynastie a tato podoba heraldického
symbolu ¢eskych krala zustala zacho-
vana az do roku 1711. Pokud panovnik
nosil titul #imského krale nebo cisate,
umistoval se ¢tvrceny uhersko-cesky $tit
s dynastickym stiednim s$titkem na hrud
rimské orlice nebo orla se svatozaiemi
kolem hlav. Posledni Habsburk Karel VI.
uzival tituly krale $panélského, proto
nezbylo nez ustaleny ¢esky panovnicky
znak zménit, aby zahrnul znameni Kas-
tilie i Aragonska. P¥i té piilezitosti doslo

‘ ‘ katalog 21x21.indd 7
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GREAT STATE COAT OF ARMS

The assassination of the last P¥emyslide
King, Wenceslas I11, in 1306 was followed
by a four-year struggle for the Bohemian
throne, in which John of Luxembourg
emerged victorious. In the first few years
of his reign, the young king was heav-

ily influenced by his wife, Elisabeth
Premyslide, and his symbols were thor-
oughly consistent with his P¥emyslide
predecessors. However, after an open
conflict with the queen and her support-
ers, in the first half of the 1320s John of
Luxembourg demonstratively changed
the royal symbols, establishing a new
seal with a quartered shield, alternating
the Bohemian lion in quarters 1 and 4
with the Luxembourg arms in quarters

2 and 3. He did this to express his strong
bond with the Duchy of Luxembourg;
although his successors to the throne did
not continue the emphasis on the symbol
of Luxembourg, the popularity of quar-
tered shields in Czech heraldry persisted.
It was under the reign of Sigismund of
Luxembourg that the Bohemian lion first
found itself alternating with the Arpad
bars of the Kingdom of Hungary in a
quartered shield; in exceptional cases,
the combined symbols of the two states
also appeared in an impaled shield. In
1490, Vladislav Jagellon, King of Bohemia
was also elected King of Hungary and the
personal union between the two monar-
chies then continued almost unabated.
At the same time a small inescutcheon
appeared in the quartered shield, con-
taining the coat-of-arms of the reign-

ing dynasty. The heraldic symbol of the
kings of Bohemia remained in this form
until 1711. If the monarch held the title of
Roman King or Emperor, the quartered
Hungarian-Bohemian shield with the

®
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Velky znak Ceské republiky. /
Great coat of arms of the
Czech Republic
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k premisténi dvouocasého lva do stied-
niho $titku na misto ptivodné vyhrazené
dynastickému erbu, které se zac¢alo pova-
Zovat za nejprestiZznéjsi pozici.

Smysl 18. stoleti pro systemati¢nost
vedl k sestaveni neoficialniho znaku,
jenz nemél obsahovat heraldicka zname-
ni jinych kralovstvi nez ¢eského a mohl
byt zaiazen mezi znaky ostatnich evrop-
skych monarchii. V jeho st¥edu se objevil
dynasticky erb, prostor uvolnény sym-
boly cizich kralovstvi zaujala znameni
pirivtélenych zemi Ceské koruny. Soudasti
tohoto neoficialniho znaku mohli byt
i Stitonos$i v podobé ¢eskych lvil. Za pozor-
nost stoji, Zze ani jeden lev zde nema na
hlavé korunu, coz snad souviselo s poii-
zenim znaku v souvislosti s piipravami
na ¢eskou korunovaci Karla VI., konanou
5. zai'i 1723. V heraldickych piiruc¢kach se
neoficidlni znak udrzel i za nasledujicich
monarchi.

Od poloviny 15. stoleti za¢aly na vel-
kych pecetich ¢eské kralovské kancelate
znak panovnika po stranach doprovazet
okrajové stitky, reprezentujici piivtélené
zemé Ceské koruny. Prvni misto mezi
nimi nalezelo Moravskému markrabstvi.
Uzivalo st¥ibrno-¢ervené sachovanou
orlici se zlatou korunou a zbroji na mod-
rém §titu. Po¢atky moravského znaku
spadaji do doby krale Pfemysla Otakara
IL., jenz jako soucast své ambiciézni poli-
tiky vyuzival propracovany systém sym-
boli a i vzhledem k tomu, ze vladl také
v rakouskych zemich, potteboval patti¢-
né zastoupeni Moravy. Nejstarsi doklad
moravské orlice se zietelnym Sachovanim
se dochoval na peceti mésta Znojma pri-
vésSené k listiné z roku 1272; na kralovské
peceti je Sachovani nepochybné az za
Jana Lucemburského. Od 13. stoleti se
na Moravé postupné zavadéla slechticka
stavovska samosprava, reprezentovana
pravé zemskym znakem se $achovanou

®

. EEE

dynastic inescutcheon was placed on

the breast on the breast of the Roman
eagle with halos around its head. The
last Habsburg, Charles VI, used the title
King of Spain, and therefore there was
no option but to change the established
Bohemian arms to incorporate the heral-
dic devices of Castile and Aragon. On this
occasion, the two-tailed lion was reposi-
tioned in the inescutcheon in the place
originally reserved for the coat-of-arms of
the current dynasty, which began to be
viewed as the most prestigious position.

The 18th century’s systematic line of
thought culminated in the creation of
an unofficial heraldic emblem which
was designed to eliminate the devices
of kingdoms other than Bohemia and
could rank alongside the arms of other
European monarchies. The dynastic
coat of arms featured in the middle, the
space vacated by the symbols of foreign
kingdoms was occupied by the devices
of the incorporated lands of the Crown
of Bohemia. Supporters, in the form of
Bohemian lions, could also be part of the
unofficial heraldic emblem. It is worth
noting that no lion has a crown on its
head, which was perhaps indicative of
the fact that the emblem was composed
in connection with the preparations for
the Bohemian coronation of Charles VI,
held on 5 September 1723. This unofficial
heraldic symbol remained in armorials
even under subsequent monarchs.

From the mid-15th century, side shields
representing the incorporated lands of
the Crown of Bohemia started to accom-
pany the monarch’s arms on the great
seals of the Chancery of the King of Bohe-
mia. The first place among these shields
belonged to the Margraviate of Moravia.
It used a silver and red chequered eagle
with a golden crown and armour on a
blue shield. The origins of the Moravian
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Neoficialni esky znak cisare
Karla VI. Norimbersky erbovnik
z roku 1726, kolorovéno. /
Unofficial heraldic emblem

of Emperor Charles VI
representing the Crown of
Bohemia. Nuremberg armarial
from 1726, coloured.
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orlici. V roce 1462 cisai Bed¥ich III. jako
odménu za pomoc obdrzenou béhem vza-
jemnych bojt mezi Habsburky polepsil
moravsky znak zménou stiibrné barvy
$achovani na zlatou. Cesky kral vsak
apravu nepotvrdil a v praxi se neprosa-
dila, az v 19. stoleti ji za¢ali vyzdvihovat
odptirci vazeb mezi Moravou a Cechami.
Slo ptredevsim o moravské Némce, kteii
si ze zlato-¢erveného $achovani odvodili
svoji podobu dvoubarevné moravské vlaj-
ky s hornim Zlutym a dolnim ¢ervenym
pruhem. Rakousko-Uhersko akceptovalo
zlato-¢ervené Sachovani moravské orlice

®
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arms can evidently be dated to the reign
of King Piemysl Otakar II, who, as part
of his ambitious policy, employed an
intricate system of symbols; bearing in
mind that he also ruled the Austrian
Lands, the due representation of Mora-
via was essential. The oldest evidence of
the Moravian eagle with clear chequer-
ing exists in a seal of the city of Znojmo
attached to a document from 1272; that
the chequering exists on the royal seal
only becomes undisputed under the
reign of John of Luxembourg. From the
13th century, the self-regulation of the
nobility was gradually phased in, as rep-
resented by the provincial arms with a
chequered eagle. As a reward for provid-
ing assistance during internal skirmish-
ing within the House of Habsburgs, Fred-
erick IIT improved the Moravian arms in
1462 by replacing the silver chequering
for gold chequering. However, the King
of Bohemia did not ratify this change
and it was not applied in practice; atten-
tion was not drawn to this until the 19th
century, when those opposing the bonds
between Moravia and Bohemia started
emphasizing it. Notably, these opponents
were Moravian Germans, who derived
the two-coloured Moravian flag, with an
upper yellow and lower red stripe, from
the gold and red chequering. Austria-
Hungary accepted the gold and red
chequering of the Moravian eagle in its
state coat of arms in 1915, but these arms
existed barely three years.

From the perspective of prestige, the
second position among the side shields
in the great seals of the Chancery of the
King of Bohemia belonged to the provin-
cial arms of Silesia. In the Middle Ages,
the Bohemian Piemyslides held running
battles for this country with the Polish
Piasts, who ruled Silesia in the 12th cen-
tury. Members of the branched dynasty
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ve svém statnim znaku v roce 1915, ten ale

platil pouhé tii roky.

Z hlediska prestize druha pozice mezi
okrajovymi $titky na velkych pecetich
ceské kralovské kancelaie pattila zem-
skému znaku Slezska. O tuto zemi ve
stiedovéku opakované bojovali ¢esti Pie-
myslovci s polskymi Piastovci, kteii ve 12.
stoleti Slezsku vladli. Clenové rozvétvené
dynastie si polsky stat mezi sebe rozdé-
lili a slezsti Piastovci se odmitli podridit
svrchovanosti polskych panovnikt. Na
zacatku 13. stoleti si Slezsko rozélenili
na dva celky, podstatné bohatsi Dolni
Slezsko na zapadé a méné vyznamné
Horni Slezsko na vychodé zemé; v obou
piitom i nadale pokracdovalo déleni mezi
mistni kniZata a vznikala dalsi mala
vévodstvi. Kralové Jan Lucembursky
a Karel IV. postupné vSechna piipoutali
prostiednictvim lennich vazeb k ¢eské-
mu statu. Nejbohatsi z nich, Vratislavsko,

@ se po smrti posledniho vratislavského
Piastovce v roce 1335 transformovalo na
tzv. bezprostiedni vévodstvi, ovladané
kralovskymi utedniky. Cesky panovnik
se tim vlastné zaiadil mezi slezské vévo-
dy a po vymteni poslednich Piastovcii
v 17. stoleti ztistal jedinym. Znak Vrati-
slavska byl integrovan mezi kralovskou
symboliku, od 15. stoleti zacal reprezen-
tovat Dolni Slezsko a pozdéji celé Slezsko
jako zemi v ramci Ceské koruny. Jedn4 se
o puvodni erb dolnoslezskych Piastovct,
na zlatém $titu umisténou korunovanou
¢ernou orlici s ¢ervenou zbroji a na hrudi
se stiibrnym ptlmésicem, ktery je zakon-
¢en jetelovymi trojlistky a uprostied
ma kiizek. Kdyz se v roce 1742 armadou
pruského krale porazena Marie Terezie
musela vzdat vétsiny Slezska a ztistala ji
jen mala ¢ast nékdejsiho, navic prevazné
hornoslezského izemi, ponechala pro
toto tzv. rakouské Slezsko dosavadni znak

s ¢ernou orlici.
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carved up the Polish state amongst them-
selves, and the Silesian Piasts refused to
bow to the sovereignty of the Polish mon-
archs. At the beginning of the 13th cen-
tury, they split Silesia into two parts, the
much richer Lower Silesia to the west
and the rather less significant Upper
Silesia to the east; in both units, the divi-
sion among local dukes continued and
further minor duchies arose. King John
of Luxembourg and Charles IV gradually
reined them all in through feudal ties to
the Bohemian state. The richest duchy
here, Wratislawia, was transformed into
a ‘direct duchy’ on the death of the last
Piast of Wratislawia in 1335, and as such
was controlled by royal officials. As a
result, the Czech monarch ensured that
he figured among the Silesian dukes,
and when Piasts reached the end of their
line in the 17th century, he was the last
duke standing. The coat of arms of Wra-
tislawia is integrated among the royal
symbols; in the 15th century it started
representing Lower Silesia and, later, the
whole of Silesia as a country subject to
the Crown of Bohemia. It was originally
the coat of arms of the Lower-Silesian
Piasts, comprising a crowned black eagle
in red armour, with a silver crescent on
its breast, ending in three-leafed clover
and with a cross in the middle, against
the background of a gold shield (‘clover
stalk’). When Maria Theresia, defeated
by the army of the king of Prussia, was
forced to surrender most of Silesia in 1742
and was left with just a fraction of the
territory - and mainly the Upper Silesian
part at that - she kept the existing coat
of arms with the black eagle for what
became known as ‘Austrian Silesia’.
Maria Theresia’s government respond-
ed to the defeats in the wars against
Prussia by introducing the centralizing
reforms associated with Count Haug-

®
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Na netspéch ve valkach s Pruskem
reagovala Marie Terezie centralizaénimi
reformami, spojenymi se jménem hrabé-
te Haugvice. Jejich cile oteviené vyjadril
prvni jednotny panovnicky znak, zave-
deny 29. listopadu 1752. V polich slozitého
$titu na hrudi cisaiského orla soustiedil
znaky v8ech vyznamnéjsich zemi panov-
nice seiazené podle prestize titult, které
se k nim pojily. Proto ptripadla rakouské-
mu slezskému vévodstvi ¢estnéjsi pozice
nez mnohem vét$i Moravé, nesouci méné
vyznamny titul markrabstvi. Podstatnéj-
§i v8ak byla skute¢nost, Ze mezi znaky
jednotlivych ¢eskych zemi zde neexis-
tovaly jakékoli vzajemné vazby, kazdy
z nich zastupoval pouze jednu z mnoha
provincii podunajské monarchie. Druha
faze reforem, reprezentovana jménem
hrabéte Kounice, v symbolické roviné
¢asteéné ustoupila od ignorovani tradice
¢eského statu. Nové panovnické znaky
z roku 1766 byly vaci ni vst¥icnéjsi: velky
znak zahrnoval uskupeni symbolu ¢es-
kych zemi s dvouocasym lvem uprostied,
na stfednim je vS§echny zastupoval jenom
cesky lev. Ale od roku 1804 stfedni znaky
vzajemné vazby mezi ¢eskymi zemémi
opét popiraly, malé znaky zemskou sym-
boliku viibec nezahrnovaly a velky znak
po rakousko-uherském vyrovnani z roku
1867 zmizel. Ceska politika reagovala
protézovanim alianéniho uskupeni zna-
kt Cech, Moravy a Slezska, jehoZ uzivani
bylo béhem prvni svétové valky tiedné
zakazano jakozto symbolicky utok na
integritu monarchie. Rakousko-uherské
znaky zavedené 1915-1916 se z ¢eského
pohledu vratily ke stavu z roku 1752. V té
dobé v8ak jiz na frontach prvni svétové
valky proti Rakousko-Uhersku bojovaly
pocetné jednotky ¢eskoslovenskych legii.
Pro né vznikl tzv. legiona¥sky znak, ali-
anéni uskupeni zemskych znak Cech,
Moravy, Slezska a nové navic Slovenska,

®
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witz. The objectives of these reforms
were openly expressed by the first uni-
fied imperial coat of arms, introduced
on 29 November 1752. The arms of all

the monarch’s most important lands,
ordered by the prestige of the titles
attached to them, were concentrated

in the fields of a complex shield on the
breast of the imperial eagle. As a result,
the Austrian duchy of Silesia enjoyed

a more prominent position than the
much larger Moravia, carrying the less
significant title of margraviate. None-
theless, much more important was the
fact that there existed no mutual ties
between the individual Czech Lands
here; each of them represented just one
of the many provinces of the Danube
monarchy. The second phase of reform,
associated with Count Kaunitz, proved
to be less ignorant of the tradition of the
Bohemian state in terms of symbols. The
new imperial coats of arms from 1766
were more accommodating; the great
arms grouped together the symbols of
the Czech Lands, with the two-tailed lion
in the centre; on the medium arms they
were all represented by the Bohemian
lion. However, from 1804 the medium
coats of arms again ignored the ties
between the Czech Lands, the small arms
incorporated no provincial symbol at all,
and the great arms disappeared follow-
ing Austro-Hungarian reconciliation in
1867. Czech politics responded by favour-
ing an alliance of the heraldic emblems
of Bohemia, Moravia, and Silesia, the
use of which was officially banned dur-
ing the First World War as a symbolic
attack on the integrity of the monarchy.
From the Czech point of view, the Austro-
Hungarian coats of arms introduced in
1915-1916 revisited the situation in 1752.
At this time however, numerous units of
the Czechoslovak legions were fighting
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doplnéné drobnymi zelenymi lipovymi
listky. Oficialni vytvarna podoba legi-
onatrského znaku byla dilem Ludvika
Strimpla. Vyznacovala se absenci koruny
na hlavach dvouocasého lva i obou orlic,
coz mélo vyjadtrovat odpor vici monar-
chistické formé statu, byt z hlediska
heraldiky koruny zdaraznuji spise suve-
renitu.

Po vzniku Ceskoslovenska zbylo na
reseni otazky velkého znaku republiky
dostatek ¢asu, ustanovil jej az zakon
o statnich symbolech z 30. bi‘ezna 1920.
Slo o komplikovany problém se dvéma
nabizejicimi se moZznostmi feSeni. Prvni
z nich, prevzeti legionarského znaku,
ktery navazoval na situaci z let 1752-1918,
vlada neschvalila. Aliané¢ni forma sesku-
peni zemskych symbolu totiz ptsobila
dojmem vnitini nepevnosti republiky.
Ale vzdat se uplné tehdy velmi oblibené-
ho emblému také neslo. Vychodisko pii-
neslo zavedeni stiredniho statniho znaku,
jenz heraldicky vhodnou formou seskupil
zemské znaky Slovenska, Podkarpatské
Rusi, Moravy a Slezska ve ¢tvrceném zad-
nim §titu a do jeho st¥edu umistil piedni
§tit s dvouocasym lvem. Soucasnici stred-
ni znak ¢asto kritizovali jako nadbyte¢-
ny. Mély jej pouzivat uiady s celostatni
pusobnosti, nejsirsi uplatnéni nalezl za
druhé republiky v letech 1938-1939 jakoz-
to nejlépe odpovidajici tehdejsi forme
vnit¥niho usporadani Cesko-Slovenska.
Po roce 1945 se prakticky neuzival, ale
oficialné zrusen (i ptes podani takovych
podnétt) nebyl.

Schvaleny velky statni znak piines-
la druha z moznosti. Navazal na vyvoj
¢eské symboliky z doby ptred rokem 1752
a vyznacoval se monumentalni ptisobi-
vosti. Autorem jeho vytvarné podoby byl
stejné jako u ostatnich znakti uzakoné-
nych 30. bfezna 1920 Frantisek Kysela.
Oproti stiednimu zahrnul velky znak
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against Austria-Hungary on the fronts of
the First World War. The ‘legionnaires’
badge’ was created for them as a group-
ing of the provincial arms of Bohemia,
Moravia, and Silesia, plus the addition

of Slovakia, complemented with small
green linden leaves. The official design of
the legionnaires’ badge was the work of
Ludvik Strimpl. It is distinguished by the
absence of a crown on the heads of the
two-tailed lion and both eagles, which
was meant to express opposition to the
monarchist form of state, even though, in
heraldic terms, crowns actually empha-
size sovereignty.

After the formation of Czechoslovakia,
there was ample time to address the issue
of the republic’s great coat of arms; it was
not appointed until the State Symbols Act
of 30 March 1920. This was a complicated
problem with two possible solutions. The
first, the adoption of the legionnaires’
badge, which was a continuation of the
situation from 1752-1918, was rejected
by the government. The allied form of
grouping together provincial symbols
gave the impression of internal instabil-

®

Legionarsky znak, kresba
Zdirad J. K. Cech. /
Legionnaires' badge, illustration
by Zdirad J. K. Cech.
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Stredni znak Ceskoslovenské
republiky z roku 1820. /
Medium coat of arms of the
Czechoslovak Republic from
1920.
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navic v dolni ¢asti zadniho $titu trojici
znameni, ktera méla vyjadtrovat ¢eskoslo-
venské pozice ohledné oblasti Horniho
Slezska, kde existovaly hrani¢ni spory
se sousednimi staty. Slo o zlatou orlici

v modrém poli, ptvodni erb hornoslez-
skych Piastovct, pro nékdejsi Tésinské
vévodstvi, rozdélené mezi Ceskosloven-
sko a Polsko, o ¢erveno-stiibrné polce-
né pole legitimizované posledni vétve
Premyslovci pro Opavsko, jehoZ severni

®
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ity. Yet giving up such a popular emblem
entirely would also not be appropriate.
The answer came in the form of a medi-
um coat of arms, which from a heraldic
perspective suitably grouped together
the provincial arms of Slovakia, Car-
pathian Ruthenia, Moravia and Silesia in
a main quartered shield, with another
shield bearing the two-tailed lion taking
centre stage at the front. Contemporaries
frequently criticized the medium arms as
superfluous. It was meant to be used by
authorities with nationwide operations;
it enjoyed most widespread use during
the Second Republic (1938-1939) as the
form best reflecting the internal struc-
ture of Czecho-Slovakia. It was scarcely
used after 1945, but survived numerous
attempts to have it officially abolished.
The approved great coat of arms was
the second solution. It offered continu-
ity with developments in Czech symbols
from the period prior to 1752 and stood
out because of the monumental impres-
sion it gave. This coat, like all the arms of
30 March 1920, was the work of Frantisek
Kysela. Compared to the medium arms, it
incorporated additional three devices in
the lower part of the main shield, which
were designed to express Czechoslovak
positions regarding Upper Silesia, where
there were border disputes with neigh-
bouring countries. These were a golden
eagle on a blue field, the original coat of
arms of the Upper Silesian Piasts, now
representing the erstwhile Tésin duchy,
which was split between Czechoslovakia
and Poland, a red and silver impaled
shield of the legitimized final branch
of Piemyslides, representing the Opava
area, the northern part of which fell to
Prussia in 1742, and the heraldic device
of the Ratibor district, to which the ter-
ritory around the town of Bohumin once
belonged. The last of these devices, actu-

22.10.2007 16:59:31 ‘ ‘



¢ast pripadla 1742 Prusku, a o heraldické
znameni Ratibotska, ke kterému kdysi
pattilo izemi kolem mésta Bohumina.
Posledni, sestavené vlastné kombinaci
obou piedchozich, bylo jednozna¢né nej-
diskutabilngjsi sou¢asti celého velkého
znaku. Zadni $tit drzeli dva zlati dvou-
ocasi korunovani lvi v roli $titonosu, sto-
jici na lipovych ratolestech s neoficialnim
statnim heslem ,,Pravda vitézi“ na zlaté
stuze. Velky znak slouzil prezidentovi,
parlamentu a ve vztazich k cizim vladam
také ministerstvu zahranici. Pretrval az
do roku 1960.

Socialisticka uistava z 11. ¢ervence 1960
velky i stiedni statni znak zrusila. Velky
se znovu objevil, tentokrat jako ¢esky,
diky ustavnimu zakonu z 13. bi‘ezna 1990;
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ally a combination of the first two, was Velky znak Ceskoslovenské
by far the most questionable part of the Ep”b”ky z roku 1920. /
reat coat of arms of the

whole of the great arms. The main shield Czechoslovak Republic from
was held by a pair of two-tailed crowned  1920.
lions, as supporters, standing on linden
branches with the unofficial state motto
‘Truth prevails’ on a gold scroll. The great
coat of arms was used by the president,
parliament and - in relation to foreign
governments - by the foreign ministry. It
lasted until 1960.

The Socialist Constitution of 11 July
1960 abolished both the great and the
medium arms. The great coat of arms
was revived, this time as the Czech 15
arms, under the Constitutional Act of
13 March 1990, at a time when there were
still no plans for the Czech Republic to
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v této dobé se jesté nepredpokladalo, ze
Ceska republika bude néé¢im vice nez sou-
¢asti federace se Slovenskem. Rozhodné
nenavazal na nékdejsi velky statni znak
Ceskoslovenska a zakon o symbolice suve-
rénni Ceské republiky ze 17. prosince 1992
jej prakticky nezménil. V prvnim i étvr-
tém poli ma ¢eského lva, druhé pole patii
moravské a tieti slezské orlici. Vnéjskoveé
miuize pfipominat ¢tvrceny §tit krale Jana
Lucemburského, ale jakoukoli ptesnou
analogii v minulosti postrada. Jeho podo-
ba odrazi situaci, ktera existovala po
padu komunistického rezimu zac¢atkem
90. let 20. stoleti a inspiraci 1ze hledat ve
znaku Velké Britanie. Autorem vytvarné-
ho ¥eseni ¢eskych statnich znaku z roku
1990 byl Joska Skalnik, dnesni je dilem
Jitiho Loudy.

. EEE

be anything other than part of a federa-
tion with Slovakia. By no stretch of the
imagination could it be dubbed a like-
ness of the erstwhile great coat of arms
of Czechoslovakia, and the Act on the
Symbols of the Sovereign Czech Repub-
lic of 17 December 1992 left it virtually
unchanged. There is a Bohemian lion in
the first and fourth quarters, a Moravian
eagle in the second quarter, and a Sile-
sian eagle in the third quarter. There is

a resemblance to the quartered shield

of John of Luxembourg, but the coat of
arms is devoid of any precise analogy
with the past. Its design reflects the situa-
tion existing after the demise of the Com-
munist regime at the start of the 1990s,
and the source of inspiration was the
coat of arms of the United Kingdom. The
artist who designed Czech coats of arms
from 1990 was Joska Skalnik; the current
arms are the work of Jifi Louda.
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MALY STATNIi ZNAK

Nejstarsi znak odpovidajici heraldickym
pravidliim se na peceti ¢eského panovni-
ka objevil v roce 1192. Byl jim §tit s orlici,
odvozeny od cisatského znaku, ktery
zustal symbolem vladnouciho Piemys-
lovce, at jiz uzival titul vévoda nebo kral,
do poloviny 13. stoleti. P¥edpoklada se,
ze orlice méla barvu ¢ernou a pole §titu
stiibrnou. Na pecetich nevladnoucich
Premyslovct je ve stejném obdobi dolo-
Zen znak s jednoocasym lvem, plnicim
nejspis podle vzoru staufskych cisatt roli
rodového erbu dynastie. Pokud si nékdo
z P¥emyslovct s vyjimkou krale nebo
vSeobecné uznavaného naslednika triinu
privlastnil znameni orlice, vyjad¥il tim
neochotu respektovat panovnika a vyvo-
lal konflikt. P¥edstavitelé jedné z vedlej-
gich linii kniZeciho rodu, Dépoltici, se
pokusili sviij narok na silnéjsi postaveni
demonstrovat peceti s kombinaci jedno-
ocasého lva a poloviny orlice, ale kral je
nakonec ze zemé vyhnal.

V roce 1247 si svou prvni pecet poii-
dil P¥emysl Otakar II., jediny mozny
naslednik trinu, jenz ale mél se svym
vlddnoucim otcem Vaclavem 1. vazné
osobni rozpory. Ve snaze heraldicky vyja-
drit svoji pozici moravského markrabéte
i budouciho ¢eského panovnika zvolil §tit
s dvouocasym lvem. Po smrti Vaclava I. se
Premysl 23. zaii 1253 stal ¢eskym kralem
a znak s dvouocasym lvem si ponechal.
0Od té doby az dodnes je hlavnim heral-
dickym symbolem ¢eskych kralt a poslé-
ze statu. Zdvojenim ocasu se ¢esky lev
vlastné proménil na nadptirozené zvite.
Z dobového hlediska tim ziskal na presti-
Zi a jedine¢nosti, béZnych jednoocasych
Ivt je v evropské heraldice nesrovnatelné
vice nez dvouocasych. Ani orlice se Pte-
mysl Otakar II. Gplné nevzdal, ale pFisou-
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SMALL STATE COAT OF ARMS

The oldest coat of arms complying with
the rules of heraldry appeared on the
Bohemian monarch’s seal in 1192. This
was a shield with an eagle; it was derived
from the imperial arms, and remained
the symbol of the ruling P¥emyslide,
regardless of whether he used the title
duke or king, until the mid-13th cen-
tury. It is assumed that the eagle was
black and the shield was silver. In the
same period, the seals of the non-ruling
Premyslides include arms with a single-
tailed lion, probably playing the role of
a dynastic coat of arms after the model
of the Hohenstaufen emperors. Any of
the Premyslides adopting the eagle as his
charge, except for the king or a univer-
sally recognized successor to the throne,
was consciously expressly unwillingness
to respect the ruler and triggered a con-
flict. Members of one of the secondary
lines of the royal dynasty, the Dépolts,
attempted to demonstrate their claim to
be of more powerful standing by means
of a seal combining a single-tailed lion
and half an eagle, but in the end the king
exiled them.

In 1247, Piemysl Otakar II, the sole heir
to the throne but suffering from seri-
ous personal differences with his father,
the ruling Wenceslas I, acquired his
first seal. In an attempt to give heraldic
expression to his position of Margrave
of Moravia and future ruler of Bohemia,
he opted for a shield with a two-tailed
lion. Following Wenceslas I's death, he
became King of Bohemia on 23 Septem-
ber 1253 and kept the arms with a two-
tailed lion. Since then, it has been the
principal heraldic symbol of kings of
Bohemia and, ultimately, of the state. The
Bohemian lion’s two tails transformed

®
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dil ji zménéné role i podoby. Sachovana
orlice se prosadila jako zemsky znak
Moravy a lze predpokladat, ze v Cechach
meéla hrat roli zemského znaku plamen-
na orlice, tzv. svatovaclavska. Kralovské-
ho lva na $titu doplnovala ptilba s orlimi
ktidly v klenotu, jez se interpretuji jako
piipominka ptivodniho znaku s ¢ernou
orlici. Barevné provedeni nového heral-
dického symbolu ¢eského krale se z doby
Premysla Otakara II. nezachovalo, piesto
je dolozitelné, Ze jiz on uzival st¥ibrného
Iva na ¢erveném poli. Od téchto barev
totiz nechal odvodit prosty stiibrno-cer-
veneé polceny $tit jako znak pro svého
nemanzelského, ale papezem legitimizo-
vaného syna Mikulase, ktery vzhledem
ke svému nemanzelskému ptivodu nemo-
hl prevzit otctv erb. Mikulas se pozdéji
stal opavskym vévodou a jeho potomci
nosili st¥ibrno-c¢ervené polceny erb az do
vymieni po meci v roce 1521.

Premysl Otakar II. ¢eského lva pro-
slavil; pod timto znamenim bojoval
v bitvach, které se fadi mezi nejvétsi stie-
ty klasického rytiistva v déjinach stte-
dovéké Evropy. BEhem zmatkii po jeho
nasilné smrti si véhlasny znak s dvou-
ocasym lvem piivlastnila ¢eska slechta
a plamenné orlici tehdy pi#ipadla role
rodového erbu kralovské linie Pfemyslov-
cu. Prostiednictvim $lechtické samospra-
vy se znameni dvouocasého lva stalo také
zemskym symbolem Cech; skute¢nost, ze
znak celého statu nelze jednoznaéné odli-
$it od znaku jedné z ¢asti statniho tzemd,
nékdy vyvolavala komplikace.

Vladni narizeni z 19. kvétna 1919 usta-
novilo prvni znak Ceskoslovenské repub-
liky, shodny s malym znakem starého
¢eského statu a stylizovany Jaroslavem
Kursou. Zavedenim tradi¢niho dvouoca-
sého lva mélo skon¢it obdobi revolu¢nich
improvizaci, charakteristické uziva-
nim ¢eského lva bez koruny na hlavé,
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it into a supernatural beast. At the time,
this would have given it prestige and
uniqueness - in the European heraldic
tradition there are incomparably more
ordinary single-tailed lions than two-
tailed lions. Piemysl Otakar did not
entirely give up on the eagle either, but
changed its role and appearance. The
chequered eagle was established as the
provincial arms of Moravia, and we can
assume that the flamboyant eagle (the
‘St Wenceslas Eagle’) was meant to play
the role of provincial arms in Bohemia.
The royal lion on the shield was comple-
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Revers posledniho typu peceti
kréle Pfemysla Otakara II.

z roku 1277. / Reverse of the
last type of seal used by King
Premysl Otakar Il from 1277.

19

mented by a helm with eagle wings in the
crest, which is interpreted as a reminder

of the original arms with a black eagle.
The colour scheme of the new heraldic
symbol of the King of Bohemia intro-
duced at the time of Pfemysl Otakar II
has not been preserved, although there
is evidence that he used a silver lion on a

red shield. He had a simple silver and red

impaled shield derived from these col-
ours as a coat of arms for his illegitimate
son Nicholas (albeit legitimized by the
pope), who, as a bastard, was unable to

®

Maly znak Ceské republiky. /
Small coat of arms of the
Czech Republic.
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Uplny znak &eského krale.
Erbovnik z Poryni, konec 15.
stoleti. / Complete achievement
of the King of Bohemia.
Rheinland armorial, end of the
15th century.

20

Prozatimni znak Cesko-
slovenské republiky z roku
1919. / Provisional coat of arms
of the Czechoslovak Republic
from 1919.
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legionarského emblému nebo raznych
neheraldickych znameni. Ale na tizemi
Slovenska toto vladni naiizeni vyvolavalo
odpor, mistni politi¢ti predstavitelé kate-
goricky pozadovali zastoupeni slovenské-
ho patriarsiho kiiZe v ramci vSech heral-
dickych symbolii republiky. Slovensky
nazor byl akceptovan a maly statni znak
z 30. birezna 1920 dostal podobu ¢eského
lva, nesouciho na hrudi srdeéni $titek se
znakem Slovenska. Kvtili lepsi zietelnosti
patriarsiho kiize se maly znak na razit-
kach a mincich ¢asto uzival podle vytvar-

®
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assume his father’s coat of arms. Nicholas
subsequently became the Duke of Opava
and his descendants had a silver and red
impaled coat of arms until their line was
broken by the sword in 1521.

Premysl Otakar II made the Bohemian
lion famous; it was under this charge
that he waged battles figuring among
the largest conflicts of classical chivalry
in the history of medieval Europe. In
the confusion following his death, the
renowned coat of arms with the two-
tailed lion was adopted by the Bohemian
nobility, and the flamboyant eagle was
assigned the role of the dynastic coat of
arms of the royal line of Pfemyslides. It
was through the provincial self-govern-
ment of the nobility that the charge of
the two-tailed lion also became the pro-
vincial arms of Bohemia; the fact that the
heraldic emblem for the state as a whole
cannot be easily distinguished from the
arms of one part of state territory has
sometimes given rise to complications.

A government regulation of 19 May 1919
established the first coat of arms of the
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ného pojeti Otakara Spaniela bez $titu,
vkomponovany do celé kruhové plochy.

S cilem uplatnit v rdmeci statniho znaku
rudou péticipou hvézdu byl v roce 1960
uzékonén jednotny statni znak Ceskoslo-
venské socialistické republiky ve tvaru
pavézy s dvouocasym lvem postradajicim
korunu, jezZ musela uprazdnit prostor
pro komunistickou hvézdu, a v provede-
ni nerespektujicim zakladni heraldicka
pravidla. Po padu komunistického rezi-
mu se v roce 1990 puvodni dvouocasy lev
vratil v roli malého statniho znaku Ceské
republiky. Od 1. ledna 1993, kdy nabyl
ucinnosti zakon o statni symbolice ze

17. prosince 1992, ma ve vytvarné stylizaci
Jifiho Loudy zlatou korunu, jazyk a dra-
py, ale stiibrné znazornéné zuby.

‘ ‘ katalog 21x21.indd 21
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Czechoslovak Republic, which was the
same as the small arms of the old Czech
state, with styling by Jaroslav Kursa. The
introduction of the traditional two-tailed
lion was meant to put an end to the
period of revolutionary improvisations,
characterized by the use of a crownless
Bohemian lion, the legionnaires’ badge or
various non-heraldic emblems. However,
in Slovakia the government regulation
prompted opposition; local politicians
categorically demanded the inclusion of
the Slovak patriarchal cross among all
the heraldic symbols of the republic. The
Slovak point of view was accepted and
the small coat of arms of 30 March 1920
took the form of a Bohemian lion bear-
ing a heart shield on its breast with the
arms of Slovakia. To make the patriar-
chal cross more distinct, the small coat
of arms on stamps and coins was often
in the design of Otakar Spaniel - the lion
was devoid of its shield and was incor-
porated into the whole of the circular
surface. With a view to applying the red
five-pointed star in the state arms, in
1960 a law was passed establishing a sin-
gle state heraldic emblem of the Czecho-
slovak Socialist Republic, in the shape of
a long-shield with a crownless two-tailed
lion - the space vacated by the crown was
used for the Communist star in a design
that ran counter to the basic rules of
heraldry. After the demise of the Commu-
nist regime, the original two-tailed lion
made a comeback in 1990 as the small
state coat of arms of the Czech Republic.
Since 1 January 1993, when the State Sym-
bols Act of 17 December 1992 entered into
effect, the lion, designed by Jiti Louda,
has had a golden crown, tongue and
claws, but silver teeth.

Maly znak Ceskoslovenské
republiky z roku 1920. /
Small coat of arms of the
Czechoslovak Republic from
1920.
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Trikolora ve statnich barvach
Ceskeé republiky. / Tricolour in
the state colours of the Czech
Republic.

22

Rad tocenice krale Vaclava IV.,
kresba Zdirad J. K. Cech. /
Order of the Torse of King
Wenceslas IV, illustration by
Zdirad J. K. Cech.
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STATNi BARVY

Podle pravidel heraldiky se oficialni bar-
vy odvozuji od znaku tak, Ze prestizné
prvni z nich odpovida barveé erbovniho
znameni a druha barveé $titu, pricemz

se samoziejmé pripousti nahrazovani
zlaté Zlutou i stiibrné bilou. V ¢eském
piipadé 8lo od roku 1253 o bilou a ¢er-
venou. V 15. stoleti se prosadily na bilo-
¢ervenych $ntrach pripeviujicich pecet
k listindm, vydanym z moci ¢eského
krale. Pokud ov§em ¢esky panovnik nosil
hierarchicky vyssi titul #imského cisafe,
dostavaly prednost #i$ské barvy ¢erna

a zluta. Napiiklad pro $nuary listin uher-
skych krali se uzivaly zelena s ¢ervenou,
zelend vychdazela z barvy trojvrsi v uher-
ském znaku s patriar$im kiizem. Na pi‘e-
lomu 14. a 15. stoleti se ve stifedni Evropé
objevily panovnické zasluzné ¥ady se
skrytym nabozenskym vyznamem. Nej-

. EEE

STATE COLOURS

According to the rules of heraldry, the
official colours are derived from the coat
of arms; in terms of prestige, the pri-
mary colour is that of the charge and the
secondary colour is that of the shield,
with the obvious proviso that gold can be
replaced by yellow and silver by white. In
the Czech case, since 1253 these colours
have been white and red. In the 15th
century, they were established on white
and red cords attaching seals to docu-
ments issued in the purview of the King
of Bohemia. However, if the ruler of Bohe-
mia held the hierarchically superior title
of Roman Emperor, the imperial colours
of black and yellow took precedence. For
example, green and red were used for the
cords of documents issued by the kings
of Hungary; the green came from the
colour of the three hills in the Hungar-
ian arms with the patriarchal cross. As
the 14th century gave way to the 15th cen-
tury, rulers’ orders of merit with con-
cealed religious significance appeared

in Central Europe. The best known is

the Hungarian Order of the Dragon of
Sigismund of Luxembourg, the insignia
of which was a green dragon wound
around an escutcheon with the dynastic
coat of arms of the holder. Sigismund’s
older brother, Wenceslas IV, King of Bohe-
mia established the Order of the Torse,
conferral of which was a manifestation
of favour towards the selected persons.
The insignia of Wenceslas’s order, which
could also be wound round the coats of
arms of the holders, was white. As the
Bohemian throne remained vacant for
years during the Hussite wars, the Order
of the Torse fell into oblivion in the sec-
ond half of the 15th century. It is not
clear whether the design of the orders of
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znaméjsi je uhersky Drac¢i iad Zikmunda
Lucemburského, jehoz insignii byl zele-
ny drak obtacejici §tit s rodovym erbem
svého nositele. Zikmunduiv starsi bratr,
¢esky kral Vaclav IV., zalozil Rad toce-
nice, jehoz udélenim projevoval prizen
vybranym osobnostem. Insignie Vaclavo-
va Fadu, ktera také mohla obtacet erby
nositeltl, dostala bilou barvu. V disledku
dlouhodobych uprazdnéni ¢eského triinu
za husitskych valek R4ad to¢enice ve dru-
hé poloviné 15. stoleti upadl v zapomnéni.
Jestli provedeni adt obou bratti odpovi-
da prvni barvé jejich kralovstvi, nebo jde
pouze o ndhodu, neni jisté.

Ceskoslovenska republika v roce 1918
prevzala staré oficialni barvy bilou a ¢er-
venou, ale v praxi, napi. pri ozna¢ovani
statniho majetku a svrchovanosti na
hranicich barevnymi pruhy, vadilo, Ze
stejné barvy maji sousedni Rakousko
i Polsko. Reseni piineslo piipojeni tieti
barvy, jednoznaéné akceptované mod-
ré. Ta spolu s tradi¢ni dvojici vytvarela
tzv. slovanskou trikoloru, zakazovanou
béhem prvni svétové valky. Stejné barvy
charakterizovaly i vlajky nejdlezitéj-
$ich spojenci, Francie, Velké Britanie,
USA a piredbolsevického Ruska. Modrou
navic obsahovaly zemské znaky Mora-
vy, Slovenska i Podkarpatské Rusi. Nové
statni barvy pravné zakotvila 29. tnora
1920 ustava; na posledni chvili se tehdy
pozménovacim navrhem skupiny poslan-
cti véetné Viktora Dyka upravilo jejich
poradi na bila-¢ervena-modra, aby nedo-
$lo k rozdéleni ptivodni dvojice.

Pokud se statni barvy uplatnily néko-
likanasobné, napi. na vlajkovych stoza-
rech, méla byt z estetickych duvodi $itka
modrych pruht jen poloviéni. Ttiba-
revné kokardy oznacovaly jiz od biezna
1919 vojenska letadla, jesté v potradi od
stifedu bild&-modra-¢ervend. V roce 1921
byly zruseny a nahrazeny malovany-

®
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the two brothers corresponds to the pri-
mary colour of their kingdoms.

In 1918, the Czechoslovak Republic
adopted the old official colours of white
and red, but in practice (e.g. when mark-
ing state property and sovereignty on
the borders with colour bands), the fact
that neighbouring Austria and Poland
had the same colours rankled. A solution
emerged with the addition of a third col-
our, the universally accepted blue. This,
in combination with the traditional pair
of colours, formed the ‘Slavonic Tricol-
our’, prohibited during the First World
War. The same colours characterized the
flags of the most important allies, France,
Great Britain, the USA and pre-Bolshevik
Russia. Moreover, blue could also be
found in the provincial arms of Moravia,
Slovakia and Carpathian Ruthenia. The
new state colours were enshrined in law
by the Constitution on 29 February 1920;
at the last minute an amendment propos-
al from a group of MPs, including Viktor
Dyk, changed the order to white-red-blue
so that the original pairing would not be
divided.

Where state colours were applied in
a multiple format, e.g. on flagpoles, for
aesthetic reasons the width of the blue
bands was meant to be half that of the
others. Tricolour roundels were used
to mark military aircraft as early as
March 1919 (still in the order white-blue-
red from the centre). In 1921, they were
abandoned and replaced by painted
Czechoslovak flags because of French
reservations that the roundels were too
similar to those of the superpowers and
that confusion had to be avoided. There
was a new Czechoslovak military roun-
del as of 1926. It is divided into three
equally sized white, red and blue wedges;
the blue is always in the front and the
white is directed upwards or from the
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mi ¢eskoslovenskymi prapory, protoze
Francie k nim méla vyhrady, Ze piilis
pripominaji letecké kokardy velmoci a je

nutné vyloudit piipadnou zaménu. Nova
¢eskoslovenska vojenska kokarda existu-
je od roku 1926. Déli se na t¥i stejné kliny
bilé, ¢ervené a modré barvy, pricemz
modry je vidy vepiedu a bily sméiuje
nahoru nebo od stfedu ozna¢ovaného
stroje. Po druhé svétové valce se tato
kokarda rozsitila i na pozemni techniku
a dodnes je jako tzv. ndrodni rozliSovaci
znak uZivdna armadou Ceské republiky,
pii¢emz ma od 5. listopadu 1999 z dtivo-
du maskovani i nebarevnou stinovanou
variantu. Také policejni letectvo dostalo
v roce 1936 obdobny symbol ve tvaru sfé-
rického trojuhelniku; dnes jej definuje
vyhlaska z 16. ledna 1998. Oficialni ¢eské
barvy nachazeji uplatnéni i na stuhach
modernich statnich zasluznych ¥ada.
Ptavodni bila a ¢ervend piislusi k Radu
bilého lva, zfizenému 7. prosince 1922,
ktery byl inspirovan Ceskym $lechtic-
kym kiizem rakouského cisate Frantiska
I. z roku 1814. Bil4, dervena a modra se
vazou k mlad$imu Radu Tomase Garrigua
Masaryka z 2. ijna 1990. Souc¢asna podo-
ba obou radi existuje od 9. ¢ervence 1994.

centre of the machine thus marked.
After the Second World War, use of this
roundel was expanded to include ground
technology, and it is still the national
distinctive marking used by the Czech
army; for camouflage purposes a parallel
black-and-white version has existed since
5 November 1999. In 1936, the police air
force was granted a similar symbol in the
shape of a spherical triangle, which is
currently defined by a decree of 16 Janu-
ary 1998. The official Czech colours are
also used on the ribbons of modern state
orders of merit. The original white and
red belong to the Order of the White Lion,
set up on 7 December 1922, which was
inspired by the Bohemian Noble Cross

of the Austrian Emperor Francis I from
1814. White, red and blue are used for the
younger Order of Toma$ Garrigue Masa-
ryk from 2 October 1990. The current ver-
sions of the two orders have existed since

9 July 1994.

R&d bilého Iva, velkostuha

a klenot I. tfidy ob&anské
skupiny. Provedeni dle zdkona
z roku 1994. / Order of the
White Lion, ribbon and insignia
of the first class of the civil
group. Design from 1994.

Rad Tomase Garrigua
Masaryka, velkostuha a klenot
|. tfidy. Provedeni dle zakona
z roku 1994. / Order of Tomas
Garrigue Masaryk, ribbon and
insignia of the first class.
Design from 1994,
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Statni vlajka Ceské republiky. /
State flag of the Czech
Republic.
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STATNIi VLAJKA

Béhem prvni poloviny 19. stoleti se

po Cechach v$eobecné rozsitily zemské
prapory a vlajky odvozené od znaku

s dvouocasym Ivem. Byly zhotoveny z hor-
niho bilého a dolniho ¢erveného pruhu,
nékdy se vyskytly i méné ¢asté varianty

s obracenym potradim obou barev. Za
revoluce roku 1848 oznacovaly v Pra-

ze barikady pii bojich povstalct proti
armadnim jednotkam konzervativniho
generala Windischgritze. O spravnou
podobu moravské zemské vlajky se vedly
dlouholeté spory a nakonec pievazilo
minéni, Ze barvy jejich dvou pruhii maji
odpovidat s$achovani moravské orlice, coz
by v pripadé st¥ibrno-¢erveného $achova-
ni znamenalo totoZnost moravské zemské
vlajky s ¢eskou. Od poloviny 19. stoleti
ziskaly bilo¢ervené vlajky vieobecné
akceptovany vyznam ¢eského narodniho
symbolu.

V souvislosti s ustanovenim exilové
¢eskoslovenské vlady vznikla v roce 1918
ve Washingtonu publikace zakotvujici
oficialni symboliku. Obsahuje také vyob-
razeni ¢eskoslovenské vlajky, sestavené
z horniho bilého a spodniho ¢erveného
pruhu. Rano 18. #ijna 1918, v den publi-
kovani Washingtonské deklarace, byla
tato vlajka poprvé slavnostné vzty¢ena na
domé obyvaném predsedou prozatimni
¢eskoslovenské vlady T. G. Masarykem.
Aniz by lidé v ¢eskych zemich o udalos-
tech v Americe védéli, p¥i spontdnnim
vyhlagovani samostatnosti 28. ¥ijna 1918
pouzili stejné bilo¢ervené vlajky. Sym-
bolicky se projevil soulad zahrani¢niho
a domaciho protirakouského odboje.

Po roz$ifeni poctu ¢eskoslovenskych
barev o modrou v tinoru 1920 byla zména
statni vlajky nezbytna, diskuse v parla-
mentu probihala jiZz od konce ¥ijna p¥ed-

®
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STATE FLAG

During the first half of the 19th century,
provincial banners and flags drawing on
the coat of arms with the two-tailed lion
became widespread in Bohemia. They
comprise an upper white and lower red
stripe; there were also less common vari-
ants where the order of the two colours
was reversed. During the 1848 revolution,
they were used to mark the barricades
in Prague in the fighting between insur-
gents and the troops of the conservative
General Windischgrétz. Long-running
disputes were held about the correct
form of the Moravian provincial flag, and
in the end the overriding opinion was
that the colours of its two stripes should
correspond to the chequering of the
Moravian eagle, which - given the silver
and red chequering - meant that the
Moravian provincial flag was the same
as the Bohemian flag. From the mid-19-
th century, white and red flags became
generally accepted as a Czech national
symbol.

In connection with the appointment
of the Czechoslovak government in exi-
le, a publication setting out the official
symbols appeared in Washington in 1918.
It also contains an illustration of the Cze-
choslovak flag, comprising an upper whi-
te and lower red stripe. In the early mor-
ning of 18 October 1918, on the day the
Washington Declaration was proclaimed,
the flag was ceremoniously unfurled for
the first time on the building occupied
by the prime minister of the provisional
Czechoslovak government, T.G. Masaryk.
When independence was spontaneously
declared on 28 October 1918, the people
in the Czech Lands used the same white
and red flags, even though they had no
knowledge of events in America. Sym-
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Ceskoslovenska vlajka z roku
1918. Oficialni vyobrazeni

z publikace, vytisténé ve
Washingtonu. / Czechoslovak
flag from 1918. Official depiction
from a publication printed in
Washington.
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Neschvéleny navrh
teskoslovenské vlajky

s fretinovym klinem, kresba
Jaroslava Kursy. / Rejected
design of the Czechoslovak
flag with a wedge fo the
one-third mark, illustration by
Jaroslav Kursa.
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The Cieéﬁb&lovak Flag =

choziho roku. Pfedevsim estetické duvo-
dy vedly k vytvoteni navrhu modrého
zerdového klinu, jenz mél ptivodné sahat
do ttetiny délky dosavadni bilo¢ervené
vlajky. Na ¢etné protesty v lednu zareago-
val novy navrh s klinem prodlouZzenym
do jeji poloviny, schvaleny 3o. bfezna
1920. Rozméry stran nové vlajky zakono-
dérci stanovili zavazné v poméru 3 : 2.
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bolically, this expressed the unity of
the foreign and domestic anti-Austrian
resistance.

After the number of Czechoslovak
colours was expanded to three with the
inclusion of blue in February 1920, the
state flag had to be changed; parliament
had been debating this matter since the
end of the previous October. It was pri-
marily for aesthetic reasons that a blue
wedge on the flagstaff side was designed;
originally, it was meant to reach to a
third of the way along the existing white
and red flag. In the wake of numerous
protests in January, the design was modi-
fied, extending the wedge to the half-
way point of the flag. This version was
approved on 30 March 1920. The dimen-
sions of the sides of the new flag were set
at a ratio of 3 : 2 by legislators. The flag
with the wedge took time to establish
itself. In pre-war Czechoslovakia it was
rejected in particular by the Czech fas-
cists, who preferred the original white
and red flag. However, during the Second
World War the wedged flag became uni-
versally recognized as the main symbol
of the fight for the restoration of the
republic, and unlike the state arms it was
not even changed by the Communist gov-
ernment in 1960. Between 20 August 1930
and 17 November 1960, army vessels had
their own flag, which was distinguished
by the addition of the small state coat of
arms in the upper flagpole corner; on 1
July 1955 this was replaced by the heral-
dic emblem of a lion (without the shield)
in the middle of a gold-rimmed red five-
pointed star.

During the Czechoslovak federation,
from 13 March 1990 to 31 December 1992,
the Czech Republic had a white and
red flag with a length-to-width ratio of
3: 2, the purpose of which was to act as
a counterpart to the Slovak flag. How-
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Vlajka s klinem se vzivala postupné,

v predvéale¢ném Ceskoslovensku ji odmi-
tali zejména cesti fasisté, kteti prefero-
vali ptivodni bilo¢ervenou. Ale béhem
druhé svétové valky si jako hlavni sym-
bol boje za obnoveni republiky vydobyla
vSeobecné uzndani a ani za vlady komu-
nistické strany v roce 1960 se na rozdil
od statnich znakt nezménila. V obdobi

20. srpna 1930 az 17. listopadu 1960 existo-

vala zvlastni vlajka vojenskych plavidel,
ligici se v hornim Zerdovém rohu prida-
nim malého znaku republiky, jenz byl
1. dervence 1955 nahrazen emblémem se
Ivem bez $titu uprostied zlaté lemované
rudé péticipé hvézdy.

V ramci ¢eskoslovenské federace pti-
slugela Ceské republice od 13. btezna
1990 do 31. prosince 1992 bilo¢ervena
vlajka se stanovenym pomérem délky
k 8ifce 3 : 2, jejimz tkolem bylo plnit
roli protéjsku k vlajce Slovenska. Obno-

@ veni platnosti tohoto symbolu v§ak lidé
nepiijali s pochopenim. Ukazalo se, Ze
jiz byla zapomenuta a navic ji v praxi
témét neslo odlisit od vSeobecné znamé
polské vlajky. Jako symbol samostatného
statu nepiipadala v ivahu. Koncem roku
1992 se vyznamna ¢ast tehdejsi slovenské
politické reprezentace pokusila zabranit
pievzeti vlajky s klinem svrchovanou
Ceskou republikou od 1. ledna 1993, ale
neuspésné. Dnes je vlajka z roku 1920
vedle statnich barev jedinym stale plat-
nym oficialnim symbolem z doby vzniku
republiky.

‘ ‘ katalog 21x21.indd 29

ever, the revival of this symbol was not
understood by the population. It became v lotooh 19301965,/ Flag used
evident that the symbol had been long by Czechoslovak army vessels
forgotten; what is more, in practice it was  befween 1330 and 1955.
almost indistinguishable from the well-

known Polish flag. It could not be consid-

ered as the symbol of the Czech Republic

as an independent state. Towards the

end of 1992, a significant proportion of

the then Slovak political representation

tried to block the adoption of the wedged

flag by the Czech Republic as of 1 January

1993, but they were unsuccessful. Today,

the flag and state colours from 1920 are

the only state symbols that still exist

from the time the republic was formed.

Vlajka ¢eskoslovenskych
vojenskych plavidel, uzivana
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Vlajka prezidenta Ceské
republiky. / Flag of the
President of the Czech
Republic.
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VLAJKA PREZIDENTA
REPUBLIKY

Tradice zvlastni vlajky pro hlavu statu
saha ve stredni Evropé jen do 19. stoleti.
Roku 1828 pii zavadéni hodnostnich vla-
jek v rakouském valeéném namotnictvu
vznikla také cisatska vlajka, jejimz uce-
lem bylo umoznit rozpoznani piitomnos-
ti monarchy na palubé lodi z dostate¢né
vzdalenosti, aby mu mohly byt véas
prokazany predepsané pocty. Znazorno-
vala panovniktv znak, jenz byl zaroven
znakem statnim, a vyznacovala se ¢tver-
covym tvarem i okrajem z trojuhelnikui
v cisafskych a rakouskych barvach.
Postupné zacala byt uzivana na pevning,
pozdéji napiiklad pro oznaceni automo-
bilti. V poslednich letech své existence
Rakousko-Uhersko piijalo nové znaky,

a to poprvé vyslovné jako statni, nikoli
panovnické. Cisaiska vlajka z roku 1916
na novou situaci zareagovala omezenim
zastoupené statni symboliky, dominant-
ni pozici v jejim stiedu zaujal rodovy erb
habsbursko-lotrinské dynastie.

Pro ¢eskoslovenského prezidenta byla
30. brezna 1920 uzakonéna bila é¢tverco-
va vlajka s okrajem ve statnich barvach,
tvotenym misto trojahelnikt plaménky.
Znazornovala velky statni znak véet-
neé hesla ,,Pravda vitézi“. Jeji srovnani
s poslednim provedenim vlajky rakouské-
ho cisate naznac¢uje mimotradné vysokou
republiky tésil. Heslo ,,Pravda vitézi“
posléze asociovalo praveé s prezidentskou
vlajkou, zejména béhem druhé svétové
valky. Znakovy zakon ze 17. listopadu
1960 podobu prezidentské vlajky zménil.
Jediny socialisticky statni znak, ktery
navazoval na zru$eny maly, na ni dopro-
vodily podstatné zvétsené lipové ratolesti
a ¢ervena stuha s tradi¢nim heslem, jez
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FLAG OF THE PRESIDENT
OF THE REPUBLIC

The tradition of a special flag for the
head of state only dates back to the 19th
century in Central Europe. In 1828, when
flags denoting rank were introduced in
the Austrian navy, an imperial flag was
also created in order to detect the pres-
ence of the monarch on board a vessel
from a suitable distance, as this would
ensure there was plenty of time to pay
due respect. It depicted the monarch’s
arms, which was also the state coat of
arms, and took the shape of a square,
with triangles in the imperial and Aus-
trian colours along the edge. Over time,
its use spread from the sea to the land,
and was later used, for example, to mark
vehicles. In the last years of its existence,
Austria-Hungary adopted new heraldic
emblems, which for the first time were
expressly coats of arms of the state, not
the monarch. The imperial flag from 1916
responded to the new situation by limit-
ing state symbols; the dominant position
in the centre was occupied by the coat of
arms of the House of Habsburg-Lothrin-
gen.

On 30 March 1920, a white square
flag, with state colours along the edge,
formed by flames instead of triangles,
was enshrined in law as the flag of the
Czechoslovak president. It depicted the
great state coat of arms, including the
motto ‘Truth prevails’. Compared to the
last version of the Austrian emperor’s
flag, it indicates the extraordinarily high
prestige enjoyed by the President of the
Republic in Czechoslovakia. The motto
‘Truth prevails’ was ultimately associ-
ated, indeed, with the presidential flag,
especially during the Second World War.
The State Symbols Act of 17 November
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Rakousko-uherska cisarska
vlajka z roku 1918, kresba
Zdirad J. K. Cech. / Austro-
Hungarian imperial flag from
1916, illustration by Zdirad
J. K. Cech.
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1960 changed the appearance of the
presidential flag. The single socialist state
heraldic emblem, which was based on the
abolished small arms, was accompanied
on the new flag by considerably enlarged
linden branches and a red scroll carry-
ing the traditional motto, which may
have sounded rather like a memento to
the presidents of the time. Soon after

the demise of the Communist regime, on
23 January 1990 the new President Vaclav
Havel put forward the bill of a Constitu-
tional Act on State Symbols, including a
change to the presidential flag. The mid-
dle of the flag was to contain the envis-
aged federal heraldic emblem, an attempt
to integrate the two-tailed lion and the
patriarchal cross by means of an ines-
cutcheon with the Moravian eagle, recall-
ing the common Great Moravian past of
Czechs and Slovaks in the gth century.

Vlajka prezidenta
Ceskoslovenské republiky

z roku 1920. / Flag of the
President of the Czechoslovak
Republic from 1920.
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mohlo pro tehdejsi prezidenty vyznivat
jako memento. Kratce po padu komunis-
tického rezimu navrhl novy prezident
Vaclav Havel 23. ledna 1990 text tistavni-
ho zakona o statnich znacich, zahrnu-
jici zménu prezidentské vlajky. V jejim
stredu se mél objevit pfredpokladany
federalni znak, jenZ se pokusil integrovat
dvouocasého lva a patriarsi ki'iZz pomoci
stiedniho $titku s moravskou orlici, p¥i-
pominajiciho spole¢nou velkomoravskou
minulost piedkii Cechti a Slovaki v 9. sto-
leti. Pro mnohé piekvapivé byl navrh
odmitnut, pti¢emz vedle odbornych
heraldickych dtvodu se objevily i nazory
pozadujici piisnou paritu v zastoupeni
¢eské a slovenské symboliky. Zviditelnily
se konflikty, které nakonec vedly k rozdé-
leni republiky na dva samostatné staty.
Moravska orlice z federalniho znaku
zmizela a posledni ¢eskoslovenska pre-
zidentska vlajka, p¥ijata 20. dubna 1990,

®
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musela mit kvali parité i tradi¢ni heslo
v latinském znéni - ,Veritas vincit®.

Vlajku prezidenta Ceské republiky
ustanovil zakon ze 17. prosince 1992, kte-
ry vstoupil v platnost 1. ledna nasleduji-
ciho roku. Jejim autorem je Jiii Louda.
M4 okraj z plaménki ve statnich barvach
a velky znak doplruje lipovymi rato-
lestmi i stuhou s heslem ,,Pravda vitézi®.
Zlaté lipové listy se jiZ ve 13. stoleti staly
jako ozdoba ¢ernych orlich kiidel v kle-
notu na prilbé soucasti aplného znaku
ceskych krala a v 19. stoleti byvala ,,slo-
vanska“ lipa stavéna do protikladu ke
sgermanskému® dubu. Neoficialni statni
heslo ,,Pravda vitézi“, které muze neinfor-
movanym cizincim pripadat naivni, ma
ve skute¢nosti hluboké nabozenské kote-
ny. Husité je proslavili v pavodni podobé
»Pravda Pané vitézi®, do znaku republiky
bylo navrzeno v listopadu 1918 Jarosla-
vem JareSem.
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Many were surprised when this proposal
fell through; besides expert heraldic rea-
sons, views were expressed demanding
strict equality in the representation of
the Czech and Slovak symbols. Conflicts
surfaced which eventually culminated
in the split of the republic into two inde-
pendent states. The Moravian eagle dis-
appeared from the federal coat of arms,
and the last Czechoslovak presidential
flag, adopted on 20 April 1990, had to use
the Latin translation of the traditional
Czech motto, ‘Veritas vincit’, for the sake
of parity.

The flag of the President of the Czech
Republic was appointed in a law of
17 December 1992, which entered into
force on 1 January of the following year.
The design was the work of Jiti Louda.
On the edge, there are flames in the state
colours, and the great coat of arms is
complemented with linden branches and
a scroll with the motto ‘Truth prevails’.
As far back as the 13th century, gold
linden leaves decorating the black eagle
wings in the crest on the helm became
part of the complete achievement of the
kings of Bohemia, and in the 19th cen-
tury the ‘Slavonic’ linden was juxtaposed
with the ‘Germanic’ oak. The unofficial
state motto, “Truth prevails’, may seem
rather naive to uniformed foreigners, but
in reality it has deep religious roots. The
Hussites made it famous in its original
form, ‘The truth of the Lord prevails’, and
it was proposed as part of the state coat
of arms in November 1918 by Jaroslav
Jares.

Rekonstrukce neschvaleného
navrhu vlajky prezidenta
Ceskoslovenské republiky

z roku 1990. / Reconstruction
of the rejected design of the
flag of the President of the
Czechoslovak Republic from
1990.
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Statni pecet Ceské republiky. /
State seal of the Czech
Republic.

34

Ceska statni petetf z roku
1432. Kresba G. Dobnera

z 2. poloviny 18. stoleti. /
Czech state seal from 1432.
lllustration by G. Dobner, latter
half of the 18th century.
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STATNI PECET

Dnes jsou moznosti pouzit statni pecet
omezené, ale ve sttedovéké Evropé mély
peceti zasadni vyznam pro zajistovani
pravni platnosti pisemnych dokumentt
a piredevsim diky nim lze studovat teh-
dejsi vyvoj statni symboliky. Za normal-
nich okolnosti monarchii slouzily osobni
peceti vladnouciho panovnika, ale v dobé
bezkralovi bylo tieba najit ndhradni
reSeni. Kdyz se zac¢atkem 3o. let 15. stoleti
predstavitelé vitéznych husitt chystali na
diplomaticka jednani s cizinou, pofidili
v roce 1432 prvni statni pecet v dnesnim
slova smyslu. Zobrazovala §tit s dvouoca-
sym lvem a latinsky opis ji oznacoval jako
pecet Koruny kralovstvi ¢eského, coz byl
oficidlni nazev statu od 14. stoleti. Uplat-
novala se do piijeti cisaie Zikmunda

za ¢eského krale v roce 1436 a podruhé

za zemského spravce Jiiiho z Podébrad

v letech 1452-1458.

Zatimco star$i panovnici uzivali stej-
né peceti, nesouci zpravidla vyobrazeni
jich samotnych, pro vSechny ovladané
statni celky, od vzniku ¢eské kancelaie

. EEE

STATE SEAL

Today, there is limit use for the state seal,
but in medieval Europe seals were of
fundamental significance in determin-
ing the legal force of written documents,
and it is mainly thanks to them that
developments in state symbols can be
studied. Under normal circumstances,
the personal seal of the ruling monarch
was used, but in periods when the throne
was vacant a replacement solution had to
be found. When, at the beginning of the
1430s, the representatives of the victori-
ous Hussites prepared to engage in dip-
lomatic talks with other countries, they
produced - in 1432 - the first state seal in
today’s sense of the word. It depicted a
shield with a two-tailed lion and the Lat-
in legend termed it the seal of the Crown
of the Kingdom of Bohemia, which

was the official name of the state from
the 14th century. It was used until the
appointment of Emperor Sigismund as
King of Bohemia in 1436, and then again
under the state administrator George of
Podébrady in 1452-1458.

Whereas older monarchs used the
same seals - usually bearing depictions
of themselves - for all state units, as of
the formation of the Chancery of the
King of Bohemia in 1453 specific royal
seals with a Bohemian variant of the
monarch’s arms existed for this author-
ity. They were attached to documents
valid in the territory of the Crown; the
small seal differed from the great seal in
that it did not contain the side shields
representing incorporated lands. After
1490, King Vladislav Jagellon held court
in Hungary, and the resulting disputes
on competence in respect of the execu-
tion of governmental powers resulted
in the adoption of new state seals by
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Provizorni statni pecef
Ceskoslovenské republiky,
uzivana do roku 1924. /
Provisional state seal of the
Czechoslovak Republic, used
until 1924.
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v roce 1453 existovaly pro tento utrad
specifické kralovské peceti s ¢eskou vari-
antou panovnikova znaku. Privésovaly

se k pisemnostem platnym na tizemi
Koruny ¢eské, malou od velké odlisovala
absence okrajovych stitkt reprezentu-
jicich tzv. privtélené zemé. Po roce 1490
sidlil kral Vladislav Jagellonsky v Uhrach
a z toho plynouci kompetenéni spory
ohledné vykonu vladni moci piivedly ces-
kou slechtu k poiizeni novych statnich
peceti. Stejné jako kralovské byly dvé,
velka a mala. V jejich stfedu nahradilo
panovniktv znak vyobrazeni svatého
Vaclava, od raného stiedovéku povazova-
ného za vééného vladce, kterého momen-
talni drzitel triinu jen doc¢asné zastupuje.
Svatovaclavské peceti existovaly v letech
1508-1620 a samostatnou ¢eskou kancelar,
od tricetileté valky trvale piestéhovanou
do Vidné, zrusila cisafovna Marie Terezie
v roce 1749, kratce pied zavedenim jed-
notného panovnického znaku.

Prvni ¢eskoslovenska statni pecet méla
zjevné prozatimni charakter. Zobrazova-
la stit s dvouocasym lvem, a protoze neslo
predjimat oficialni nazev statu, chybél na
ni jakykoli opis. I kdyz zakon z 30. biezna
1920 ustanovil peceti republiky, uplat-
niovala se az do roku 1924. Tak dlouho
totiz trvalo zhotoveni umélecky mimo-
radneé kvalitnich ebenovych drzadel od
Damiana PeSana pro nové typaie. Podle
zminéného zakona z roku 1920 dostala
republika velkou a malou pecet. Jejich
opis ,Republika ¢eskoslovenska® byl stej-
ny, lisily se pouzitym statnim znakem ve
specifickém vytvarném provedeni. Ucho-
vaval je predseda vlady, prezident dis-
ponoval vlastni peceti s velkym znakem
a opisem ,,President Republiky ¢eskoslo-
venské®. V roce 1960 nyni jedinou statni
pecet prevzal misto premiéra prezident
a znak na ni doplnily z obou stran lipové
ratolesti o tiech listech. Potom se ménil

®
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the Bohemian nobility. As was the case
for the royal seals, there were two state
seals - a great one and a small one. In the
centre, the monarch’s coat of arms was
replaced by a depiction of St Wenceslas,
from the Early Middle Ages considered
to be the eternal ruler represented only
temporarily by the current holder of the
throne. The St Wenceslas seals existed
between 1508 and 1620, and the autono-
mous Chancery of the King of Bohemia,
relocated permanently to Vienna as of
the Thirty Years War, was abolished by
Empress Maria Theresia in 1749, ahead of
the introduction of a uniform monarch’s
coat of arms.

The first Czechoslovak state seal was
evidently only provisional. It depicted a
shield with a two-tailed lion; because the
official name of the state could not be
anticipated, it bore no legend. Although
the Act of 30 March 1920 enshrined the
seal of the republic, it was not used until
1924. It took this long to come up with
artistically high-quality ebony handles
for the new seal matrices, designed by
Damian Pesan. Under the Act of 1920, the
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jen nazev republiky v opisu a podoba
statniho znaku. Ceska republika ma od
roku 1990 pecet s velkym znakem, ktera
je dilem Zdenka Piikryla.
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republic had a great and a small seal. The
legend ‘Republic of Czechoslovakia’ was
the same; they differed in the design of
the state arms used. They were kept in
the safekeeping of the prime minister;
the president had his own seal with the
great arms and the legend ‘President of
the Republic of Czechoslovakia’. In 1960,
the new sole state seal was transferred
from the prime minister to the president,
and the coat of arms was complemented
on both sides by linden branches with
three leaves. The name of the republic
was changed, as was the appearance

of the state arms. Since 1990, the Czech
Republic has had a seal with the great
coat of arms. This is the work of Zdenék
Prikryl.

Typar velké peceti
Ceskoslovenské republiky

s ebenovym drzadlem z roku
1924. / Seal matrix of the
great seal of the Czechoslovak
Republic with ebony handle,
from 1924.

Typar malé peceti
Ceskoslovenské republiky

s ebenovym drzadlem z roku
1924. / Seal matrix of the
small seal of the Czechoslovak
Republic with ebony handle,
from 1924.
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F. Skroup — J. K. Tyl: Piseri

Kde domov muij z frasky
Fidlovacka. Autograf, partitura
z roku 1834. / Frantigek Skroup
- J. K. Tyl: The song 'Where

is my home?' from the farce
Fidlovacka (Spring Festival).
Signature, score from 1834.
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STATNi HYMNA

Za piedchtidce moderni statni hymny lze
v ¢eském pripadé povazovat stredovéké
duchovni pisné, zpivané pii slavnostnich
prilezitostech cirkevnich i svétskych,
vcetné korunovaci a bitev. Vznik prvni
z nich ,Hospodine pomiluj ny* mtize byt
kladen az do druhé poloviny 10. stoleti,
uvazuje se o autorstvi svatého Vojtécha.
V oblibenosti ji vystiidal choral ,,Svaty
Vaclave®, pochazejici nejpozdéji z konce
13. stoleti; dne$ni armdada uziva slavny
husitsky choral ,Ktoz jsti Bozi bojovnici®
Od konce 18. stoleti se zac¢aly prosazo-
vat hymny bez nabozenského vyznamu.
V prazském Stavovském divadle zaznéla
21. prosince 1834 p¥i premiéte hry Fid-
lovacka poprvé pisen ,,Kde domov mij*,
slozen4a Frantiskem Skroupem na slova
Josefa Kajetana Tyla. Popularitu si zis-
kala zpocatku piedevsim jako soucast
repertoaru znamych pévct Karla Stra-
katého a Jana Kititele Piska, s uspéchem

NATIONAL ANTHEM

In Czech conditions, medieval sacred
songs sung on ceremonial church and
secular occasions, including coronations
and battles, can be considered the pred-
ecessors of the modern national anthem.
The emergence of the first such medieval
hymn, ‘Hospodine pomiluj ny’ (Lord
have mercy’), can be dated to the second
half of the 10th century, and may be the
work of St Adalbert. It was replaced in
popularity by the chorale ‘St Wenceslas’,
originating no later than the end of the
13th century. The current army uses the
famous Hussite chorale ‘KtoZ jsu bozi
bojovnici’ (Divine Warriors)).

Anthems free of religious meaning
began to emerge from the end of the
18th century. On 21 December 1834 in
the Estates Theatre in Prague, the song
‘Kde domov muj’ (Where is my home?’),
composed by Frantisek Skroup to words
by Josef Kajetan Tyl, was first heard dur-
ing the premiere of the play Fidlovacka
(Spring Festival). It gained immediately
popularity, notably as part of the reper-
toire of the famous singers Karel Strakaty
and Jan Krtitel Pisek, and also enjoyed
success abroad. Although it rapidly
spread among the Czech public, in the
1848 revolution it did not gain major cur-
rency because it was not forceful enough.
The suppression of the revolution result-
ed in the banning of all the more radi-
cal songs, and ultimately the authorities
even prohibited the singing of ‘Where is
my home?’. After the demise of the abso-
lutist regime in the stormy 1860s, it defin-
itively established itself as the unofficial
Czech national anthem.

In Czechoslovakia, the issue of an
anthem was first addressed by the Minis-
try of National Defence. On 13 December
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byla tehdy uvadéna také v ciziné. I kdyz
se brzy zacala $itit mezi ¢eskou vetej-
nosti, v revoluci 1848 pro svoji mirnost
vyraznéjsi uplatnéni nenasla. Potla¢eni
revoluce vedlo k zakazu v8ech radikalnéj-
$ich pisni a nakonec tiady postihovaly
dokonce i zpév pisné ,Kde domov muj*
Ta se po padu absolutistického rezimu
v boutlivych 60. letech 19. stoleti defini-
tivné prosadila jako neoficialni ¢eska
narodni hymna.

V Ceskoslovensku se otdzkou hymny
nejprve zabyvalo ministerstvo narodni
obrany, které 13. prosince 1918 naiidilo
vojenskym kapelam hrat spolu s ¢eskou
hymnou vzdy i slovenskou ,,Nad Tatrou
sa blyska“. Aby nedochazelo k pochybnos-
tem, jde-li o jednu nebo dvé hymny, vyda-
la ¢eskoslovenska vlada 5. prosince 1930
usneseni, Ze se jednd o nedilnou statni
hymnu. Jesté pired druhou svétovou val-
kou existovaly podnéty ohledné moznosti
nahradit pisen ,,Kde domov muj“ néjakou
jinou skladbou, ale pro $irokou veiejnost
to vitbec neptipadalo v ivahu. Ustavnim
zakonem z 13. birezna 1990 byla prvni slo-
ka pisné ,Kde domov muj“ prohlasena za
statni hymnu Ceské republiky, coz potvr-
dil zakon ze 17. prosince 1992.
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Narodnilhymna teska.
Slova napsal Josef Kajetdn Tyl

" Andante con moto. } = 8. 1) Slotil Frantisek Skroup.
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1918 it ordered military bands to play the
Slovak anthem, ‘Lightning over the Tat-
ras’ together with the Czech anthem. In
order to dispel doubts as to whether this
combination comprises a single anthem
or two anthems, on 5 December 1930

the Czechoslovak government issued a
resolution declaring that it was an inte-
gral national anthem. Before the Second
World War, there were suggestions pro-
posing that ‘Where is my home?’ might
be replaced by another composition, but
the general public rejected this move
entirely. Under the Constitutional Act of
13 March 1990, the first verse of ‘Where is
my home? was declared as the national
anthem of the Czech Republic; this was
reaffirmed in the Act of 17 December 1992.

F. Skroup - J. K. Tyl: Kde domov

muj? Narodni hymna ¢eska. @

Tisk z roku 1918. / Frantisek
Skroup - J. K. Tyl: Where is my
home? Czech national anthem.
Printed in 1918.
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i celkovém pohledu na statni
symboly Ceské republiky lze kon-
statovat, ze pozoruhodnym zpu-
sobem ptiblizuji tisicileté déjiny
statu. Maly znak piipomina stie-

doveké ¢eské kralovstvi, hymna narodni
obrozeni v prvni polovineé 19. stoleti, vlaj-
ka Ceskoslovensko a podoba velkého zna-
ku situaci p¥i obnoveni demokracie po
revoluci 1989. Jisté by bylo mozné vznaset
k jednotlivym symboltim rtizné vyhrady,
ale jak v roce 1921 napsal Vaclav Vojtisek:
»ménéni znakt nebylo by ke cti jejich ani
k dustojnosti statu“. Pominout nelze ani
40 skutec¢nost, Ze autorem oficialni vytvarné
podoby soucasnych symboli je heraldik,
ktery se v nejkriti¢téjsi déjinné situaci
piihlasil do elitni jednotky exilové arma-
dy prezidenta Benese ve Velké Britanii.
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sweeping view of the symbols

of the Czech Republic shows

that they elucidate the thou-

sand-year history of the state

to us in a remarkable manner.
The small coat of arms recalls the medi-
eval Kingdom of Bohemia, the anthem
the national revival in the first half of
the 19th century, the flag Czechoslovakia
and the great coat of arms the situation
during the restoration of democracy
after the revolution in 1989. Certainly,
various reservations could be expressed
regarding the individual symbols, but as
Vaclav Vojtisek wrote in 1921: ‘changing
the coats of arms would not be to their
respect or the dignity of the state’. Nor
can we ignore the fact that the author of
the official design of the current symbols
is a heraldist who, in the country’s criti-
cal hour, joined the elite unit of President
Bene§’s exile army in the United King-
dom.
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